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Early Years Newsletter 

NURSERY NEWS 

Does anyone else feel like the weeks are 
flying past far too fast?  We cannot 
believe that we are busy thinking ahead 
to Christmas and working out what 
lovely things we will do!  It has been a 
great week in Nursery, not least because 
we have been looking at The Gruffalo, 
which is such a favourite of ours! 

Forest Fun 
The week kicked off in style 
as we searched the field and 
Forest Fun area for 
Gruffalo’s footprints.  The 
children were a little 
nervous but also excited and 
they happily searched 
through piles of leaves, 
behind trees and under 
bushes for the huge 

footprints!  Afterwards, they loved playing Gruffalo Hide 
and Seek.  We then went inside to warm up and had our 
snacks at the Nursery cinema, while we watched the 
beautiful Gruffalo animation. 

Arts and Crafts 
As always, the children have 
had the opportunity to take 
part in a variety of creative 
activities.  Painting big 
footprints with stampers on 
their feet, junk modelling 
their own monsters, making 
chocolate cornflake Gruffalo, 
producing a sheet with all the 
story characters on and making a Gruffalo.  They have 
loved all of these wonderful things and we hope you 
enjoy seeing the wonderful things they bring home with 
them.

Literacy 
The letter of the week was ‘i’ and the children have used 
fine motor skills to write it as well as gross motor skills 
to paint it and turn it into an insect.  Another letter to 
add to the bank of sounds that they know.  Fantastic! 
 
Numeracy 

The Gruffalo helped the children 
focus on positional language this 
week.  They had to follow simple 
directions, “Put Gruffalo on your 
head, under the table or behind 
the box”, for example and they 
enjoyed this a lot!  They have also 
looked at Numicon and have used 
the pieces to look at numbers up 
to 10.  Numicon is a great, visual 
way to look at numbers. 

Finally, the children are continuing to learn a 
selection of Christmas songs so that we can put 
together a little performance for you.  It will not be 
the same as other years because of Covid, but we are 
determined to make your Christmas special with this 
singing spectacular!  They are so sweet as they dance 
and sing and we know you will love it. 
 
 
Next week, we will look at the letter ‘n’. 
 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. 



RECEPTION NEWS 

After all the excitement of last week, we have returned 
to ‘normal’ with no special theme days or dressing up!  
Despite that we have all had a good week of learning 
and socialising with our friends. The kitchen also 
provided a super Diwali lunch on Monday of Tandoori 
chicken with a mild curry sauce, samosas and bhajis.  It 
was all truly delicious!  We have been working flat out 
with no distractions and have achieved so much 
academically that we all deserved Forest Fun on Friday 
to relax and unwind.  With Christmas being the next big 
celebration on the horizon, thank you to everyone who 
has been super efficient and sent in their child’s 
costume this week.  The children are so excited about 
what they are going to wear—it is  quite infectious!  If 
you have yet to sort out your child’s outfit, we would 
really appreciate it being done as soon as possible so 
that we can practise our poem dressed up.  Thank you! 
 
In Maths this week we have been 
thinking about number again.  We 
introduced the ‘whole-part’ 
diagram that we use in different 
contexts in numeracy and thought 
about how we use it to add two 
numbers together.  We then 
recapped ‘one less than’ and 
noticed how it makes our answer 
smaller than our start number.  
We looked at subtraction in 
different forms, from crossing out 
to removing counters from a ten 
frame or counting backwards with 
a numberline.  By using a range of 
different methods we are 
reinforcing  and deepening 
understanding and connections. 
 
Literacy and Topic have been 
focusing on friendships and 
enjoyments for our final week of 
’Marvellous Me’ before we move 
on to Autumn and Christmas.  
Topic work has encouraged the 
children to be self-reflective, 
thinking about what they like 
doing by themselves in those 
quieter times of the day.  The 
children then went on to make a 
certificate for themselves to say 
’well done’ for an aspect of their 
personality or achievement that 
they were particularly proud of .  
These, they decorated with glitter 
and colourful patterns.  It is so 
important to self-gratulate once in 
a while.  Literacy took a slightly different tack and 
thought about who their friends were and what they 
liked to do and how this compared with they liked 
themselves.  Did their friends like exactly the same 
things as them?  Did that matter?  Why not? 

 
Christmas  
As mentioned briefly above, we are 
still working hard to navigate the 
logistics of producing a very short 
Christmas presentation during the 
challenging times of COVID and 
social distancing, especially when 
singing.  We hope to find a way 
around all these obstacles so that 

you will be able to view a much simplified version of 
the very special Reception Nativity.  Watch this space! 
 
 

 

Reading   
We are so please with how the children are 
progressing with reading.  They are learning their 
sounds and starting to blend two or three of them 
together to read their words.  At this stage the key to 
success is as much practise as possible.  The more 
often you hear your child read their school book the 
better.  They get to learn words by sight and gain 
confidence and pace.  You can also encourage them 
to talk a lot about the story when they have read it a 
few times.  This gives them super comprehension 
skills which are vital in a confident reader. 
 
Notices  
Thank you to all of you who have sent in a first class 
postage stamp to send a letter to Santa.  If you 
haven’t managed to yet, please could we have them 
in as soon as possible so that Father Christmas gets a 
chance to reply.  We know how busy he gets near to 
Christmas!  
 
 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
 
 
The Reception team 


