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Early Years Newsletter 

NURSERY NEWS 

As November draws to a close, it is really 
starting to feel wintry, with the darker 
days and the colder weather.  Please can 
we remind you to send your child in with 
a warm coat, hat and gloves.  It has been 
lovely in Nursery this week, with the focus 
of our attention being dinosaurs because 
our story this week has been, ‘If I had a Dinosaur.’  This 
is a lovely book and perfect for engaging the little 
children as the pictures are delightful.   

Literacy 
The letter of the week has been ‘p’ and the children 
have found this very tricky to form correctly.  It is 
important that they start at the top, go down, back up to 
the top and round.  Some of them are taking the pencil 
off the page or making the circle so big it looks like a 
‘D’.  If they practise at home, please correct these 
mistakes.  The children did big ‘p’s’ with pink paint and 
then turned them into pigs.  We always make sure the 
children do things with gross and fine motor skills as both 
are essential for future writing abilities.  The children 
also did a lovely activity to see if they could hear the 
syllables in words.  Recognising rhythm in words is so 
important and we used letters beginning with ‘p’ and 
tapped out the syllables on our knees.  Pea = 1 tap. 
Poppy = 2 taps.  Piano = 3 taps. 

Numeracy 
We have looked at flashcards of numerals, ordered 
dinosaurs into groups and finger printed peas into a pod.  
We’ve been looking to see whether the children realise 
that 4 can be split in different ways 1 and 3, 2 and 2, 4 
and 0, 1 and 1 and 2.  No matter how they grouped the 
dinosaurs the total number remained the same and for 
some children, this is an important link that they don’t 
always make. 
 

Forest Fun 
We loved Forest Fun this week as we took a bag full of 
materials out onto the field and encouraged the children 
to make a big dinosaur on the field.  They collected 
leaves and with our help and lay out the material.  When 
they saw the photos they were so pleased with what they 
had made.  They then charged around the field wrapped 
in material, pretending to be dinosaurs.  It was fab! 

 

 

 

 

 

Arts and Crafts 
Hopefully, you have seen and liked 
the paper plate dinosaurs that have 
come home as the children enjoyed 
making them.  We have also been 
busy making props for our Christmas 
sing a long but we won’t spoil the 
surprise!    

Next week we will look at the letter ’n’ and we will 
start to transform Nursery into a Christmassy Nursery.  
Have a lovely weekend. 



RECEPTION NEWS 

We started a mini topic on 
Autumn this week and have been 
thinking about all the signs of 
Autumn that we see around us.   

 
In Literacy, the children thought 
of and wrote some Autumnal 
sensory words on leaf shaped 
writing frames.  Later in the week 
they listened to the story of the 
‘Wide Awake Hedgehog’, who 
found it hard to hibernate.  We all 
thought about which animals 

hibernated and why.  Looking at some pictures of 
hedgehog nests, the children imagined themselves 
being curled up inside and considered what that would 
be like.  We had some great thoughts!   
 
Developing their sounding out skills, the 
children have been trying to hear more 
and more of their sounds independently.  
We have been pleased with how some 
can already remember and use a few 
‘special friends’ in their words; sounds 
like ‘ch’, ‘th’, ‘ng’, ‘nk’ and ‘sh’.  This 
is very encouraging!   
 
Next week children will be starting in their new Read 
Write Inc groups.  These groups are specifically 
designed to support your child in their next step.  
Everyone is reassessed regularly throughout the year to 
check progress and correct groupings. 
 
Numeracy has been focused on the concept of ‘time’ 
this week.  We have ordered the days of the week and 
thought about what we tend to do on each of them.  
Which one was our favourite?  We then thought about 
ordering what we did in our day.  What did we do in the 
morning and afternoon?  How did we know which was 
which? 
 
We got artistic in Topic, painting Autumn trees with 
finger print leaves tumbling to the ground. We used the 
Autumn leaves to get creative and make our own ‘leaf 
people’, with leaves we had gathered from the ground.  
We used googly eyes and felt tip pens to add detail to 
our work. 
 
Self-led learning is still an important part of the Early 
Years curriculum and here are some photographs of 
children developing their own interests.  Well done all 
of you! 

 

 

Notices 
We have started to practise our Christmas poem in 
our classrooms.  Thank you to those of you who have 
been busy practising saying the words at home, it 
makes such a difference.  The children are desperate 
to get their outfits on so we know that when that 
time does come, they will be super excited!  
 
With Christmas coming, we would like to tell you 
about our ‘Reverse Advent Calendar’.  One child 
each day will be asked to bring in a tin/tins of food 
that we will collect and give to the local charity.  
This encourages children to think of others during the 
festive period.  We hope you will support us and 
please look out for your child’s name on the Tapestry 
post! 
 
Christmas cards   
Despite the complications of quarantining all items 
from home, we would still like the children to be able 
to send each other Christmas cards this year, if they 
wish to.  There will not be a central post box but 
children can bring in their cards for their class friends 
and we will distribute them after a suitable period of 
time has elapsed.   
 
Homework  
Thank you for all your support with your child’s 
homework and reading.  It makes such a massive 
difference to progress and confidence to have short 
regular recaps of concepts that have been introduced 
in school.  It embeds learning and prevents 
knowledge from being forgotten in the medium to 
long term. 
 
 
We hope you have a wonderful weekend. 
 
 
 
The Reception Team 
 
 


