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Press statement for immediate release: 1st October 2020 – FINAL 

 

COVENTRY SCHOOL FOUNDATION TO LAUNCH  

NEW SCHOOL EXPERIENCE – COVENTRY SCHOOL 

www.coventryschool.org 

 

Coventry School Foundation is today (Thursday 1st October) announcing the launch of the new Coventry 

School, offering first-class independent education to 3 to 18 year olds.  

 

Opening in September 2021, Coventry School will merge the Foundation’s separate schools at Bablake and 

King Henry VIII into a single all-through offer, which will bring together best practice and facilities from each 

school. The Bablake and King Henry VIII names will be preserved, with pupils aged 4 to 11 based at the 

Coventry School prep campus at King Henry VIII and senior pupils (aged 11 to 18) based at the Coventry 

School senior campus at Bablake. Nursery pupils (aged 3) will be based at The Grange. 

 

The move to becoming Coventry School will take place over two academic years, to enable a smooth 

transition for all pupils. The two-year transition also means that the ambitious re-development plans for both 

the prep and senior campuses can be undertaken with minimal impact on the day to day school experience 

for current pupils. 

 

Announcing the launch of Coventry School Julia McNaney, Chair of Governors for the Coventry 

School Foundation, commented:   

 

“As a parent and now grandparent of Coventry Foundation pupils I know firsthand how our schools have nurtured the 

dreams and ambitions of local children. 

 

Throughout our 400-year history our schools have thrived by adapting to circumstances while staying true to our 

mission to provide a first-class, affordable independent education for the children of Coventry and beyond.  

 

The creation of the new Coventry School is the next chapter in that proud history. By creating dedicated age-specific 

campuses under a single Coventry School leadership we will provide more choice and opportunity to every child. 

Coventry School will be a place where our valued heritage is thoughtfully preserved and where exciting new futures 

are forged.” 

 

 

http://www.coventryschoolfoundation.org/


 
 

 

The decision to open Coventry School comes after a substantial period of detailed planning by the governing 

body and senior leadership teams of all schools.  

 

Heads of Coventry Foundation Schools, Caroline Soan, Lorrian Holder, Phil Dearden and 

Andrew Wright commented in a joint statement to staff: 

 

“At the heart of our plan for Coventry School is the determination to bring everything that we do well across our four 

schools into one educational establishment, providing a consistently high-quality academic, well-rounded education for 

all. 

 

“We have seen both very recently, and over the years, how our staff teams have risen to the challenge in the best 

interests of pupils. We have no doubt that staff will do this again as we work together on becoming Coventry School 

– the next chapter in our long and successful history.” 

 

Coventry School will open in September 2021, with pupils moving in a carefully planned sequence. By 

September 2022 all pupils will be on their own age-specific campuses, with facilities and opportunities that 

are closely matched to their evolving needs. For example, the Coventry School prep campus at King Henry 

VIII will feature a brand-new covered play and learning area for Reception pupils. Over on the Coventry 

School senior campus at Bablake a brand-new sixth form centre will be created.     

 

Jacqui Hammond, Director of Finance and Operations for the Coventry School Foundation, 

said:   

 

“As we continue to share details of the new Coventry School I’m convinced that both current and prospective families 

will recognise it as a fantastic opportunity. We’re offering more of what we do best to every child, underpinned by high 

academic standards and at an affordable cost.”  

 

Combining staff expertise and resources will enable the new Coventry School to offer an even broader 

curriculum and choice of co-curricular activities. The significant efficiencies created by focusing resources 

into a single school experience will also enable an ambitious development programme across both campuses. 

 

Plans for improvements to the already wide range of sporting, learning and cultural facilities on both campuses 

will be announced in the coming months, along with details of a new Principal to lead Coventry School.  

 

Families, pupils, staff, alumni and others will be invited to get involved in shaping specific aspects of Coventry 

School in the coming months. A project website has been set up to share updates as the new school takes 

shape - www.coventryschool.org.   

 

Ends 

 

 

 

 



 
 

For further information please contact:  

 

Hannah Jefferies, Communitas PR: 

Hannah.jefferies@communitas-pr.co.uk  07941 557 065 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

 

Parents and others can keep up to date with the progress of Coventry School on a dedicated project website 

www.coventryschool.org. Questions and comments should be sent to welcome@coventryschool.org 

 

Coventry School Foundation schools at Bablake and King Henry VIII have served the needs of children in 

Coventry and the wider region for nearly 500 years. Around 2,500 children are currently educated at our 

schools. Many more benefit from sharing our facilities and resources.  
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