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Early Years Newsletter 

NURSERY NEWS 
 
‘Favourite Stories and Nursery Rhymes’ 
The children have been enjoying our story, 
‘The little Red Hen’ this week. We have 
talked about kindness and sharing, as that is 
a theme throughout this fantastic story! We have also 
been talking about helping each other, as Little Red Hen 
could not find anybody to help her make the bread.  
 

There has been a Bakery in the role-play area this week 
where the children have enjoyed selling bread and cakes, 
writing orders and using the tills to pay! There has been 
some wonderful creativity and language used such as 
“what would you like me to order?” and “do you want a 
chocolate or strawberry cake?” The children have also 
used their imaginative skills to bake bread, make pizzas 
and cakes. Lovely! 

The children have also been very 
creative once again while making 
some ‘little red hens’ of their 
own. They used a range of media 
and materials and the highlight 
for them was painting their 
hands to make the shape of the 
hen on their paper. We had some super designs! 

The children had another fantastic time during Forest 
Fun this week. It was a messy but super experience, 
while they carved pumpkins and made faces and shapes 
in them. They used their physical skills and a range of 
tools to scoop out the inside, while exploring the texture 
and also the aroma of the pumpkins. The finished prod-
ucts were super! 

 

 
 
 

During a maths session this week, the children were 
experimenting with scales. They weighed the sand 
and made comparisons, learning a new skill- weigh-
ing. They explored the concepts of ‘heavy/ light and 
more/less’. Mathematical language was used to de-
cide how much the sand weighed and the children 
also enjoyed filling and emptying the scales. Super! 

Harvest 
The children have been learning 
about and developing an under-
standing of changes over time 
throughout the seasons, investi-
gating and exploring the fantastic 
Autumn colours and the texture 
of natural items. They have also been exploring and 
learning about sounds and textures, listening to the 
crinkling and rustling of the leaves, feeling the 
smoothness of apples and the spikiness of pine 
cones!  
All the children had a fantastic Harvest celebration 
and joined together in the hall this week, singing a 
variety of Harvest action songs. The children have 
been learning and practicing the songs during music 
sessions over the last few weeks and have been sing-
ing about conkers, leaves and trees etc. We would 
like to say a huge thank you to all parents for con-
tributing donations of food during this Harvest week. 
The donations will offer great support to the Salva-
tion Army with the wonderful work they do, feeding 
the city’s homeless people.   

Read, Write, Inc. 
On return to Nursery after half term we shall begin 
to look more closely at specific letters with the chil-
dren, expanding on literacy skills which we have be-
gun to look at since September.  During the first 
week back, we shall be looking at the letter ‘m’.  If 
children have any items at home beginning with this 
letter they are welcome to bring them in to share at 
group time.  

Security System 
Due to an updated security system 
parents will now need to use the ar-
row keys on the keypad situated on 
the main gate, to select whether they 
require main reception or the Nursery 
building.  
During holiday club, parents will need to select 
Nursery on the keypad, therefore holiday club staff 
can release the gate for parents to gain entrance 
throughout the day. 



We hope all children and parents enjoy half term, 
whether they are attending our holiday club or have 
other exciting activities planned.  We value parental 
involvement, therefore you and your children are wel-
come to contribute to our Tapestry online journal, if you 
wish. It is always lovely to hear about the super activi-
ties which children participate in during the school holi-
days and also provides a lovely link between home and 
Nursery!  
 

Dates to remember! 
 
Warwick Arts Centre - Our Early Years trip will take 
place on Thursday December 12th to see the perfor-
mance of ‘Father Christmas’.  If your child does not 
usually attend all day on a Thursday, children can stay 
all day to participate and join us for this trip. Parents 
should have all received a letter this week. Please 
make payment via ParentPay.  
 
Half Term Holiday – 21st October -1st November 2019 
 

Many thanks for your continued support and we hope 
you all have a lovely holiday. 
 
 
The Nursery Team 



RECEPTION NEWS 

We cannot believe that it is half 
term already!  The weeks have 
flown by!  Huge congratulations 
to all the children for coping so 
well with all the changes that 
starting a new school and/or a new aca-
demic year has brought.  The hardest 
half term is now over!  We have been so 
impressed with how well everyone has 
adjusted and settled into their respec-
tive classes.  The two week half term is a well deserved 
rest, with time to relax and recharge, getting ready for 
the build up to Christmas.  It has been remarkable how 
over such a short time, your children have matured and 
grown, both socially and intellectually.  There are chil-
dren who have now learnt to sit and listen carefully at 
carpet time, those who can hold their pencil correctly, 
those who can count out a group of objects and those 
who are now able to hear most of, and record a few, 
letters and sounds.  Amazing! 

In Maths this week, we have been 
continuing our work with 10 frames.  
It has been fascinating to see all the 
children, of every ability, gain a 
deepened understanding of what a 
number is, how many ways it can be 
arranged and split up into different 
groups, yet remain the same total 
number.  It is so important that these skills are not 
taught in an abstract way before concrete manipulation 
and understanding is properly embedded.  It enables 
children to mentally manipulate numbers and have a 
secure understanding of how a number can be parti-
tioned, this is vital when more complex operations are 
introduced.  Strong foundations are vital!  We have al-
ready noticed how the children are becoming more 
adept at looking for patterns in numbers, explaining 
what they can see and reasoning why.  Fantastic! 

In Literacy, all single sounds 
have been now introduced and 
during our daily recaps, it has 
been evident that everyone has 
made good progress, phonetical-
ly.  Well done!  As we have 
mentioned previously, assess-
ments will be taking place next 
half term, to ascertain your 
child’s next step.  Don’t forget that there is a phonics 
workshop for parents on November 12th.  It is a great 
evening to learn all about how we teach phonics at 
school and how to help your child correctly when you 
are hearing them read or helping them write at home.  
More information will be sent out nearer the event. 

Our topic, ‘Ourselves’ is drawing to a close and the chil-
dren have been reflecting this week, on what it is that 
makes them special and also what they are particularly 
good at.  There were lots of mentions of sporting 
strengths  and academic talents too.  It is so important 
for all the children to feel that they have something 
that they ‘shine’ at, whatever it is, and for all us adults 
too! 

The School Bears have had a fan-
tastic time visiting your houses for 
the weekend.  They have sampled 
everything from birthday parties, 
rugby and football, swimming and 
ballet, and even fayres and park 
visits.  The children adore sharing 
all the photographs and stories of 
what they did with their class bear when he came to 
visit.  We appreciate the effort that you put into 
making the diaries entertaining, colourful and inter-
esting.  Thank you!  The bears will stay at school over 
half term but will venture out again, after the break! 

In Music, the children pre-
pared for their Harvest Festi-
val by learning a song called 
the ‘Harvest Samba’.  The 
children made their own Sam-
ba band, learning to shake 
tambourines and shakers, 
rhythmically to the beat.  

They even added their own Samba dance moves!  We 
loved watching them in our assembly!  How creative!  
Thank you for bringing in food stuffs for redistributing 
to those in need. 

Tapestry is up and running now and we hope that you 
are enjoying seeing your children’s photographs each 
week.  We would like to think that it gives you a little 
insight of how your child spends their day in school.  
If you are having any issues with viewing photographs 
or accessing Tapestry, please do let us know and we 
will try our hardest to rectify them.  

The PA Firework’s night is looming close!  It is a spe-
cial evening in the calendar and is well attended.  
The children love seeing their friends outside of the 
school day.  The stalls keep them fed with crepes, 
burgers and sweets, and entertained, with glitter tat-
toos and flashing toys.  The fireworks are always 
amazing too, so do try and come to support the 
event, and in doing so, you will be helping to raise 
monies for special purchases too, such as, specialist 
sports and music equipment. 

After half term, we will be starting to think about our 
Christmas nativity.  All the children will be given a 
part to perform and a few will have lines to learn.  
Your child will receive a letter asking you to provide 
them with a costume, to be brought in by the 2nd of 
December.  Thank you in advance! 

 



Reminders: 

Your child had their vision screening on Friday and 
you should be informed as to how it went by letter. 

On Tuesday 5th November, the Nursery and Recep-
tion children will be celebrating Diwali, the Hindu 
Festival of Lights. We invite children to come along in 
celebration clothes on that day. They should dress in 
clothes that are brightly coloured and might be con-
sidered extravagant under ordinary circumstances. 
Diwali is a time to "dress for excess," which we are 
positive the children will love. 

The children (and teachers!) will be participating in 
many exciting activities, including: 

 Having an Indian tea with traditional music and 
dancing. 

 Using the fire pit in our Forest Fun area (please 
send children with outdoor coats as well as their party 
clothes). 

 Making clay diva lamps as a special keepsake. 
Children will take these home as a memory to treas-
ure forever and to carry on the Festival of Lights at 
home.  

We wish you all a very restful, well earned break and 
look forward to seeing you all, safely back, after half 
term. 

Warmest, 

The Reception Team 


