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Welcome to the AS/A2 Options booklet. This booklet aims to give you more detailed information
about the courses that we have on offer in the Sixth Form.

In this booklet you will find three basic sections.
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The Sixth Form at Kidenry VIl is a great place to study and | hope that you find the information

here useful.

Mr R Sewel{DeputyHead) November 2018






Welcome to King Henry VIII Sixth Form

There has never been a more important tinoecarefully consider what type of Sixth Form
education you want. Whether you are joining us from our Year 11 or coming to King Henry VIII
School from elsewhere, we can guarantee you an exciting and challenging two years.

We pride ourselves on the academic successes of our Sixth
Formers, and on the support we give them all to maximise their
academic potential. We offer an impressive range of subjects
with well over 20 to choose fromranging from languages (both
modernand classical), humanities, sciences and the arts. To fin
out more about specific courses please read the relevant
departmental section included in this handbook. We also provid
well-developed programme of complementary studies to help
bridge the gap btween GCSE andldvel study, broaden horizons
and further develop life skills. These include study skills delivered as part of the Extended Project
Qualification, and an Extended Studies Programme which will include Young Enterprise and the
Engineerindn Education scheme. Interest Options in the Upper Sixth are broader and include
knitting, pilates and selflefence.

TheSixth Form at King Henry VIII School is about so much more than théatied curriculum and
academic success. A strong pastasstem offers constant support to help our students develop
into confident young people who are able to make
extracurricular activities allow students to contribute to many areas of school life anantirgegral

part of our ethos that we encourage Sixth

Formers to recognise their potential and take on
leadership roles within the school, be it as a

Prefect, Senior Prefect, House Captain or Head

of School. Having our own purpose built Sixth

Form Centrgrovides a focal point for our

community and allows the Social Committee to

organise a variety of events during the year such

as ‘pub’'nmluigged’, cdncerts
nights

The Sixth Form at King c and
vibrant commuiity. Our aim is to provide studentg
with impressive academic qualifications, and a
rounded educational experience that prepares
them to enjoy, and succeed in, all their future

endeavours.

Mrs C Dowding (Head of Sixth Form)




The National Picture of Cugulum Changes from September 2018

The Government introduced major changes to theLével courses in some subjects starting in
September 2015 (Phase 1 subjects), this was completed in all subjects by September 2017. Now all
courses have the same structurdtivall external examinations occurring at the end of two years.
Sadly, it also means that we can no longer offer A Level courses in Food Technology and ICT, as the
government did not approve them to be reformed. As GCSE students, you have been p#st of th
change, hence the need to talk about both-& and 91 grades at GCSE. For the purpose of A Level
study we consider an A grade equivalent to a 7, and a B grade equivalent to a 6.

The curriculum at King Henry VI
This is made up of:

A Level studies Usually 3 subjects for 6 periods a week, each. This is the fo(

Year 12 and 13 this booklet; more details of the 25 subjects on offer follow in

18 Lessons next section.

(24 for some) *Some exceptional students will be allowed to study 4 satgje
(see below)

Extended Project Students study for this AS qualification during Year 12. They

Year 12 (can be accessed in Y1{ research a chosen topic, gaining much sotafteér research skills
(2 lessons, one timetabled for | as well as the opportunity to study a topic of interestdiepth.
skills needed and one with a They can produce their project in two ways: an academic ess

tutor) an artefact with a shorter essay.

Extended studies A broad programme of coretigly skills, some of which may &
Year 12 only subject specific e.g. Maths for Biologists, together w
(1/2 lessons) enrichment study options. A sample of courses recently offe

are: Thank you for the Music, Debating and Current Aff:
Philosophy, Italian, Geology, Practicaicé Use, Climbing an
Scientific Drawing. Students usually do four of these over the
Alternatively, students can opt instead to be part of team activi
such as Young Enterprise or Young Engineers.

Extended Studies This takes the form of an Interest Option studied period 6 0
Year 13 only Friday. These range from Modern Dancing, Finance, and Kn
(1 lesson) to name just three possible courses. A popular way to end
week.

Games or A wide selection of games are on offer, both on and off site. T
Community Service include the usual sports of Rugby, Hockey and Netball. In adg
Year 12 and 13 we offer Dance, Badminton, Gym Work, Table Tennis, (
(2 lessons) Country, Community Service, Football and Multi Sports.
Private Study. (69 lessons) Some of these are supervised.

In addition, in both yearsa full PSHE course runs within registration and the PSHE lesson on
Wednesdaynorning.

** Doing 4 A level subject3here are two situations here

1. Students who wish to studylathematics and Further Mathematicsonsider this option as
ONE Advel choiceand so should take two further subjects. They can enter for just AS Further
Maths at the endbdf the two years or the full Aelvel.

2. Students who gain 4A* or more at GCSE (@amg 1 or 2 B gradesinay study 4 subjects in
Year 12Should students decide to do thihiey can opt to take one of these subjects to AS
level only. Usually this will be taken at the end of Year 12, however there are a few courses
where this does notiff and so the examination has to be taken in YearSt8dentscan do an
Extended Project in Year Jdongside the new Year 15tudentscan continue all 4 subjects
in Year 13 if they are still producing top grades in internal assessments.

Universitieoffers are based round 31&vel subjects so there is no need to study more thanwhils
the Extended Project Qualification. Howewse appreciate that some atudentswill want to.
3



General Information about timetabling

At King Henry VI8choolwe do not predetermine the option blocks for A Level subjects. Students will
be asked for an initial idea of their choices in late November, so we can plan staffing. The first official
choice forms will be due in Februaafter GCSE Mock Examinationsandthear 11 Par ent s’
As at GCSkve will devise blocks according to student choices. While every effort is made to satisfy
everyone, usually there are a few students whose choices will not fit. Individual conversations will be
had with them to discss the best way forward. Students can change options at a later date, but will
have to work within the block structure that is set in March. Every effort is made to run all courses.
However with such a range of subjects on offer, reduced lesson allatatiay be introduced if
student numbers drop below 5; and for some subjects, low numbers may make the course unviable.
If a course is unviablstudents will be contacted and new options discussed. The usual group size is
somewherebetween 6 andl4 students

There is no need for current Year 11 students to fill in a Sixth Form Application Form.

Subjects available with contacts

General curriculum enquiries | Mr R SeweliDeputy Head) sewell@khviii.net
Head of Sixth Form Mrs C Dowding dowdingc@khviii.net
Careers Mrs S Pike pikes@khviii.net
Subject Head of Department Email

Art Miss S Mould moulds@khviii.net
Biology Dr D Norman normand@khviii.net
Business Mr N Meynell meynelln@khviii.net
Chemistry Mr JMiller millerj@khviii.net
ClassicaCivilisation Mr N Jones jonesn@Kkhviii.net
Computer Science Ms S Ridley ridleys@khviii.net
DT Product Design Mr S Sweetman sweetmans@Kkhviii.net
Drama and Theatre Studies | Miss G Spring springg@Kkhviii.net
Economics Mr N Meynell meynelin@khviii.net
English Language Mrs L Collett collettl@khviii.net
English Literature Mrs L Collett colletti@khviii.net
Extended Project Miss M Giriffiths griffithsm@Kkhviii.net
French Mr C AnsorfO’ Co n n e | | ansoroconnellc@khviii.net
Geography Mr J Carlyle carlylej@khviii.net
German Mrs V Kaczur kaczur@khviii.net
History Mr P Huxford huxfordp@Kkhviii.net
Latin and Greek Mr N Jones jonesn@Kkhviii.net
Law Mr D Lovell lovelld@khviii.net
Mathematics Dr S Barge barges@khviii.net
Maths & Further Mathematics| Dr S Barge barges@khviii.net
(counts as one choice)

Music Mr R Newton newtonr@khviii.net
Physical Education Mrs R Mason masonr@khviii.net
Physics Dr H Buttrick buttrickh@khviii.net
Psychology Mr P Manning manningp@Xkhviii.net
Religious Studies Mr P Bond bondp@khviii.net
Spanish Mrs M Hussein husseinm@khviii.net




Choosing A Levels

At this stage it is not essential for you to make your career decision, but there are some

combinations of A Level subjects tteae required for particular degree courses / careers etc., so it is

very important that you consider the longer term implications of your choeesen i f you don’
have a clear career direction at the moment.

Your broad base of GCSE subjects will deoyou with a firm foundation on which to budehow
you need to choose carefully from the range of more specialised A Levels available at King Henry VIII
School

Your ALevelstudies will give you the chance to acquiOWLEDG#&N also a range GKILS
Specialisknowledgeis important for entryinto approximately 40 45% of graduate jobs.

For exampleassume that History is one of your favourite subjects and you decide to choose it as an
A Level and then onto a degreBhe range of jobs you could consider which will make use of your
KNOWLEDGH History will be the following:

archaeologist

archivist

museum curator

researcher

restorer

teacher / lecturer

BUT! The range of opportunities open to you as a History graduatadh wider than this handful
of specialised degrees because of 8i€lLLgou have developed through your studies.

= =4 =4 =4 -4 -9

For example, as a History graduate you will have evidence of high levels of ability in the following
skills:

Communicating clearly

Undertaking thorough research

Using analytical and problem solving skills
Using IT effectively

Organisational skills

Social skills

Team working skills

oD D > D D D

These are vital, highly regarded skills that most employers are looking for, and will open doors for
you to be considered for th65% of opportunities available to graduates of all subject disciplines.

There is lots of information on graduate destinationsvomw.prospects.ac.uk

Prospects.ac.uk

It is absolutely crucial that yothoose subjects that interest you and for which you have the
potential to cope. You should talk to subject teachers about your ability and think carefully about
your predicted GCSE grades and how you manage in subject lessons generally.

It is also verymportant to see how your 3 A Level subjects work together as a paekeayefully
balanced decisions around scient#igbjects often need to be madeurther Maths is sometimes
required by some degrees some require a contrasting subject.
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There is a ige range of information available in the Careers Room and Mrs Pike is available to help

advise you with these important decisions! There is a computer aided guidance package called
“Higher 1l deas” networked i n SchasalundAlevel can gene
subjects studied.

¥ Higher Ideas
Plan your journey into Higher Education

Some universities have publ i shed-thosetheyfeeiat i on on
prepare you most effectively for the rigours of higher education.

www.russellgroup.ac.uk/informedhoicesdetails these subjects and also those that are less helpful.
By early December, all Year 11 students will receive an individual careers interview with Mrs Pike

our Careers Adviser to discuss their choidesaction plan will be completed, summarising the
discussion and recommendations to weodecisioamaking forward. External applicants will also be
offered the opportunity to meet Mrs Pike to discuss careers.

There is a fully resourced careers room opestiaentson Mon/Tues/Weds/Fri lunchtimedMrs
Pike is available for additional questions / queesthese days

Looking at individual subjectsome questions to ask

A What isthe content/syllabusof the subject?e.g.isFrenchmainly literature? How does
BusinessStudiesdiffer from Economics? Look in detail on line at the specificati@® NOT
RELY on what previous students have daflecourses are less than 2 years old.

A\ How isthe subjectassessedB&there much coursework?Arethere lots of essays?

A\ Areyou really interested enougho spend6lessonsaweekand 4+ hours at homen that
subject?!

A Whatindicators are there for youto succeedn this subject?Arethere related GCSBubjects
you are expectedto do well in?

A\ Arethere favoured combinationsof subjectsrecommendedor the careerand/or HEcourse
you areinterestedin? E.gfor Engineeringyou generallyneed Physiceand Maths, for a
Biology degree you will usually need Chemistry.

A\ If you are consideringacompetitiveuniversity/degreeare at least2 of your Alevels
"facilitating” subjects?

Some other points

A\ Whatever subjectsyou follow, your successvill dependon your commitmentand
organisationasmuch as yourability-it isnot enoughto just be "bright".

A\ Talkthrough your choiceswith subjectteacherswhat isyour potentialto succeed?And
your CareersAdviserwhat options are youlimitinglongerterm?

A\ Make sureyou know about the choicestructure (timetablingblocks) andthe
timescalesyou havefor makingthesechoices.

A\ Make sureyour subjectcombination leavesarangeof options open for you; in two
years'time you may havevery differentfuture careersdeas sodon't closeall the
doors!

Finally a short check list
When choosingA level subjectsconsiderwhether they are subjectsyou:
i ENJOY
U AREGOODATACADEMICALLY
0 MATCHANYCAREEREASYOUARECONSIDERING
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Individual Subject Entries

Entry Requirements

The overarching minimum entry requirement for all subjects is a B or a 6 in that sulgect
GCSE

In reality most students gain an A or A* eBat GCSE in their chosen subjects.

For those subjects that are not studied at GG8glirements are given in the individual
entries. Where an essay based subject is mentioned this could be English, History,
Geography, RS or Classical Civilisation.

It is strongly recommended that if you wish to study Languages at A Level that you are
expecting to get a minimum of a grade A (or 7) in the relevant language.

It is possible to study some subjects at A Level even if you have not done so at GCSE, this is
indicated in subject entries. In individual cagésay be possible in other subjecBlease
talk to the relevant Head of Departmeanhd Mr Sewell

Subject Entries

Each of theséollow the following format:

1 Exam Board and specification number. Do go onto the exam board websites to see
details of the specifications. Please take care tdréhe correct ones. You need to
| ook for *Teaching from September 2015/ 16
examinations in 2019. If in doubt please ask someone

AQA www.aga.org.uk

OCR WWw.ocr.org.uk

Edexcel (Pearson) www.edexcel.com

Cambridge Internationalwww.cie.org.uk

WJEC (Edugas) www.edugas.co.uk
Overview of the course
Content of the course
Assessment: The % weighting for each module is given for the A Level qualification.
An indication of why you should study the subject
Further opportunities that will be on offer.

= =4 4 4

There are no efmies for ICT or DT (Food Technology). These subjects have been withdrawn
as A level courses by the government.

Please do take the opportunities to talk to your subject staff about the courses.


http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/
http://www.edexcel.com/
http://www.cie.org.uk/
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/

Art & Design Exam Board Specification Number
Painting OCR HAA606

Photography

Mixed Media

Overview of the course
This is a very broad course which enables you to explore or specialise within a discipline, providing sty
with opportunities to develop personal responses to ideas, observations, experiences, environments a|
cultures in practical, critical and contexrl forms.

The course gives a rounded exposure to different aspects of art and design, allowing students to displ
abilities in a variety of artistic disciplines and demonstrate their understanding of these contexts.

Course Content

Year 12 - You will be working towards developing your skills in a wide range of media. You will work
experimentally to explore new techniques, as well as building on your previous knowledge. You will de
your abilities to appreciate artists, photographersdacraftspeople, their work and working practices. We
anticipate that some of this will be firdtand experience, either in a gallery or artist studio.

In the spring term of Year 12 you will use the skills techniques and processes that you have dagdoited

a practical body of work around a personal investigation. This could be based around an idea, issue, t
concept of your own choosing. This practical work will be supported by a written related study. This bg
work will continue intoYearl3a nd wi | | form Component 1 of you

Assessment
Component 1 (60% of A LeyelYou will submibne major projectthat has a personal significance.
The investigation includes a related personal study that must be between 1000 and 3000 words.

Component 240% of A Leveh You will select one starting point from aarly release question paper
released on January 1s¥ou will be given a minimum tfree weeks at least in which to plan and prepare|
You are then given 15 hours of controlled time to realise your ideas into a final outcome or outcomes.

Why Study Af?
Our Art & Photography course equips you with a combination of practical rslxésl with theory. The

specific skills will differ according to the art and design discipline. There are numerous career opportur
in the creative industries and also in creative roles in various sectors. Many graduate employers seek
recruit peopge who are lateral thinkers and creative problesolvers, qualities that are natural to artists ang
designers.

Our course offers breadth and depth of study by building on the strengths of the previous specification
1 Enables students to work with a brdaange of media, including traditional and new media.
1 Gives an understanding of the interrelationships between art, craft and design.
1 Provides knowledge, understanding and application in contemporary and past societies and
cultures.
Gives an awareness of different roles, functions, audiences and consumers of art, craft and d
You will learn how to think creatively and independently, exercise your proktaming abilities
and finetune skills such as harael/e coordination and comunication.

f
f

Further Opportunities
We offer a trip to London, visiting galleries and museums for inspiration. Over the course of the two ye
take the opportunity to visit local galleries and study days at Warwick University and London.




Biology E))((;’:\;n Board Saic;i:)ication Number

Overview of the course
What is Biology?

Biology is the study of all aspects of organisms from their molecular qmake the ecosystems in which
they live and interact.

The A Level course builds on the material that is covered at GCSE.

Course Content
Year 12
Module 1: Development d®ractical Skills in Biology: Skills of planning, implementing, analysis and eval
Module 2: Foundations in Biology: Includes cell structure, biological molecules, nucleotides and nuclei
enzymes, biological membrane, cell division, cell dityeesid cellular organisation

Module 3: Exchange and TranspdExchange surfaces, transport in both animals and plants

Module 4: Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease: Includes communicable diseases, disease prevention &
immune system, classificatiand evolution.

Year 13
Module 5: Communication, Homeostasis and Energy
Module 6: Genetics, Evolution and Ecosystems

Assessment

Paper 1: Biological Processes (2 hour 15 min exam, assesses modules 1, 2, 3 and 5; 37% of A
Paper 2: Depth in Biology (2 hour 15 min exam, assesses modules 1, 2, 4 and 6; 37% of A
Paper 3: Unified Biology (1 hour 30 min exam, assesses all mod2é8o of A Level

Paperl & 2:Have a mixture of multiple choice, structured questions and extended response questions
Paper 3:Has no multiple choice, and more extended response questions covering theory and practical

Practical endorsement in Biology (non-exam assessment, reported separately
Students have to complete a minimum of 12 practical activities over the course to demonstrate practic
competence. These need to be carefully documented.

Why Study Biology?
Biology has everyday relevance since it impacts on diet, health, inheritance, behaviour and the world &
us. It is essential to the understanding of many areas, from medicine to environmental studies and the
its importance in the modern world cant be overstated. Many transferable skills will also be acquired g
result of studying A Level Biology including the development of practical and analytical skills.

Further Opportunities
There is a compulsory residential field study for studemsipleted in July at the end of year 12.

There are other opportunities that are available to students including the Gold CREST Award Scheme
British Biology Olympiad and the opportunity to attend seminars/ workshops at local universities.
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Business Exam Board Specification Number
Edexcel 9BSO

Overview of the course

In Busineskey concepts and principles are drawn from other subjects including Economics, Accounti
Law. These are then applied to the making and implementation of decisions in business. More recent
has been a greater emphasis on the overall objectavas strategies of a firm, and the course has becq
more enterprise based. A Level Busimgbnotteach you how to become the next Elon Musthat comes
from within! Topical issues might include the recent shareholder problems at Tesla, the smogl
smartphone battle between Apple and Samsung
automotive sector.

Grade 6 or higher in Maths and English GCSE are needed to study this course

GCSE Business is NOT a requirement for this A.Level

Course Content

Year 12

Theme 1 Marketing and People

Meeting customer needs, the market, marketing mix and strategy, managing people, and entrepreneu
leaders

Theme 2 Managing Business activities

Raising finance, financial planning, manadingnce, resource management and external influences
Year 13

Theme 3: Business decisions and strategy

This develops concepts from Theme 2 and includes: business objectives and strategy, business growt
decisionmaking techniques, influences aecisions, assessing competitiveness and managing change
Theme 4: Global business

This develops concepts from Theme 1 and includes : globalisation, global markets and expansion, glo
marketing, and global industries and companies (MNCSs)

Assessment

Paper 1: Marketing, people and global businesses (Themes 1 and 4) 2 hour exam; 35% of A |
Two data response questions broken down into short answer responses and one extended open resp
question

Paper 2: Business activities, decisions and strategy (Themes 2 and 3) 2 hour exam; 35% of A
Two data response questions broken down into short answer responses and one extended open resp
question

Paper 3: Investigating business ircampetitive environment (Themes-#) 2 hour exam; 30% of A Level
Two data response questions broken down into short answer responses and one extended open resp
question. The first question will be based upon a-pre | eased ‘ cont e xkeforehgnd.v e 1

Why study Business?

1 Itis interesting, relevant, very topical and fun

1 Itis challenging and thought provoking

1 Business combines well with a range of other A Levels and shares cross curricular themes wit

Geography and RS

1 Manyuniversity courses contain aspects of Business, particularly ones involving Management
Accounting.

1 You can easily relate it to many areas of everyday life, and youeaydikely to use its concepts an
techniques later in life!

Further Opportunities
Business A Level students often get involved in the Young Enterprise programme in Year 12. Addition

there is a share based competition organised by the IFS, visits to local companies andanipaisory)
annual European trip. This year we will viditnich with Economics and History students where we have
thriving link with a |l ocal school . —-Balinn2019 we
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Chemistry igaAm Board 740§pecification Number

Overview of the course

Chemistry has three main branches that are studied at A Level; physical chemistry, organic chemistry
inorganic chemistry.

Physical chemistry underpins the principles that are required to understand and explain the chemical
behaviour of the major categories of materials. Organic chemistry looks at carbon based compounds &
their applications in everyday lives. Inorganic changistudies compounds of other elements.

Class practical work is an integral and important feature of the A Level course. Laboratory work at this
varied and ranges from undertaking exercises
more investigative work.

Course Catent
Year 12
1 Physical Chemistry: Atomic structure, Amount of substance, Bonding, Energetics, Kinetics, CH
Equilibria and Kc, Redox.
1 Inorganic Chemistry: Periodicity, Group 2, Group 7.
1 Organic Chemistry: Introduction to organic Chemistry, Alkadakgenalkanes, Alkenes, Alcohols
Organic analysis.

Year 13
1 Physical Chemistry: Thermodynamics, Rate equations, Chemical Equilibria and Kp, Electrode
potentials and electrochemical cells, Acids and bases.
1 Inorganic Chemistry: Period 3 and their oxidEsnsition metals, Reactions of ions in aqueous
solution.
1 Organic Chemistry: Optical isomerism, Aldehydes and ketones, Carboxylic acids and derivatiy
Aromatic Chemistry, Amines, Polymers, Amino acids, proteins and DNA, Organic synthesis, N

Chromatogaphy.
Assessment
Paper 1 Physical and Inorganic Chemistry (2 hour exam; 35% of A Leve
Paper 2 Physical and Organic Chemistry (2 hour exam; 35% of A Leve
Paper 3 Any content from all areas (2 hour exam; 30% of A Levg
Practical endrsement in Chemistry (nonexam assessment, reported separatel

Students have to complete a minimum of 12 practical activities over the course to demonstrate practic
competence. These need to be carefulycumented.

Why Study Chemistry?

Chemistry at King Henry VIII School is a popular choice. In the ever demanding world of academia an
choices it is a well respectedLevel and regarded as a first rate preparation by the top universities in th
for a wide variety of courses. Indeed, it is an essential entry requirement for courses such as medicing
dentistry, veterinary science, biological sciences, biomedicahses, pharmacy and related disciplines.

Further Opportunities
1 University visits, such as Oxford and Warwick
1 Chemistry Society for different practicalalks and more challenging work.
i Cambridge Chemistry Challenge, local quizzes and Olympiad coometiti
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Classical Civilisation Exam Board Specification Number
OCR H408

Overview of the course

Classical Civilisation is the study of the Classical world through its history and literature. Our own socig
heavily influenced by the Romans and Greeks and developing an understanding of their society, cultu
politics and history is to develop atber understanding of how we live today. You will study about variou
aspects of Greek and Roman society including mythology, religion, drama, ancient warfare and the bir
democracy. All original sources are studied in translation so knowledge of @nddlatin is not required.

You do not need to have done Classical Civilisation GCSE to study this course, but a 6 or B grade in g
writing subject is needed.

Course Content

Year 12

The World ofthe HereYou wi I I study Homer
range of books.

Culture and the Arts This module looks at how Augustus, the first Roman emperor, presents himself: g
politician and his use of mediH.involves examining a range of material culture and literary sources fron
time.

s Odyssey in m

Year 13

The World oftheHeret hi s | ooks at Virgil's Aeneid and e
making comparisons to Homer.

Beliefs and Ideasthis is about the politics of the Late Republic in Rome, using Caesar and Cicero as k
historical figures and looking at their politics and communication

Assessment

Component 1: The World of the Hero (2 hour 20 min exam; 40% of total mar
Component 2: Culture and the Arts (1 hour 45 min exam; 30% of total mar
Component 3: Beliefs and Idsa (2 hour 45 min exam; 30% of total mar

Why Study Classical Civilisation?

It is intellectual and challenging

It opens your mind to other periods, their culture and values

It is hugelyenjoyable if you enjoy history, literature and discussing ideas and opinions.

It is highly regarded by universities (including Oxford, Cambridge and other Russell group
universities) and employers.

You are interested in the Classical World.

It equips you vith vital skills such as close reading, analysis and extended writing.

It ties in very well with many other subjects including History, English Literature, Law and Eco
to name a few and supports your work in these subjects.

f
f
f
f
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Further Opportunities

1 There are opportunities to attend lectures and Sixth Form days in Birmingham, Warwick Unive
and London
1 Aninternational trip to Greece or Italy runs every two years and A Level students are given.pr

13



Computer Science Exam Board Specification Number
OCR H446

Overview of the course

Computer Science is a practical subject where you can apply the academic principles learned in the cla
to real world systems. It is an intensely creative subject twahbines invention and excitement, and can lo
at the natural world through a digital prism. An A Level in Computer Science will provide valuable
computational thinking, helping you to develop the skills to solve problems, design systems and unders
the power and limits of human and machine intelligence.

You do not have to have studied Computing GCSE to take this course, but an interest in programming :
ability in Mathematics (minimum of a grade 6 at GCSE) is essential to be successful.

Course Content
Year 12
Computer Systems
1 The characteristics of contemporary processorpuinoutput and storage devices.
1 Software and software development
1 Exchanging data
1 Data types, data structures and algorithms
1 Legal, moral, cultural and ethidakues
Algorithms and Programming
1 Elements of computational thinking
1 Problem solving and programming
1 Algorithms

Year 13Programming Project

You will choose a computing problem to work through according to the guidance in the specification.
This willinclude: analysis of the problem, design of the solution, developing the solution and evaluation
Additional work will be done on the topics studied in Year 12 adding depth to each area.

Assessment

Component 1: Computer Systems (2 hour 30 min exam; 40% of A Leve
Component 2: Algorithms and Programming (2 hour 30 min exam; 40% of A Leve
Component 3: Programming Projec (Non exam assessment; 20% of A Lev

Why Study Computer Science?
The aims of this qualification are to enable you to develop:
1 Anunderstanding of and ability to apply the fundamerahciples and concepts of computer
science including; abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data representation
1 The ability to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving s
problems including writing mgrams to do so
The capacity for thinking creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically
The capacity to see relationships between different aspects of computer science
Mathematical skills
The ability to articulate the individuah{oral), social (ethical), legal and cultural opportunities and
risks of digital technology.

=a =4 —a -8
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DT Product Design Exam Board Specification Number
OCR H406

Overview of the course
Product design is the search foeative solutions to problems. The course focuses on the skills and

techniques required to respond creatively to any design situation with the practical ability to model and
develop the designs ready for manufacture.

Utilising CAD/CAM systems, 3D printaser cutter etc. students will have the opportunity to expand their
range of skills and knowledge within a variety of areas. Students will be encouraged to explore whicheyv,
the design solution requires them to take.

Course Content
Year 12
Throughout the year 12 experience you will be taught a wide variety of techniques and skills through a s
mini projects and design tasks. You will be taught how to design and present your most creative ideas U
CAD as well as models and sketchkva¥e will teach you how best to present design ideas and develop t
towards being marketable products.

Year 13

Candidates are required to produce a portfolio and product that fully demonstrates their designing, mak
and evaluation skills using ct@aty, flair and innovation. The coursework consists of designing, making ar
evaluating a product. It could be a Graphics based project, a piece of furniture, an electronic-detice s
entirely up to you to choose a suitable project that you will ereyagth. Previous projects include; a guitar

case and stand, an ultrasonic “cane” for blind
children's book. We are |imited only by your ¢
Assessment

Component 1: Principles of Product Design (2 hour 30 min exam; 26.7%
Component 2: Problem solving (2 hour 40 min exam; 23.3%
Component 3: Iterative Design Project (Non Exam Assessment; 50% of A le

Why Study DT?

Because you enjoy it.

To provide you with skills useful in many environmemtdsjust Design and Engineering
To develop creativity and innovation in the pursuit of quality design.

To analyse and evaluate designs and designers to draw inspiration from them.

It draws on a range of other subject areas and enhances them in return.

Desgn provides opportunities to develop new skills.

=a =4 -8 —a —a 9

Further Opportunities

We wi | | be competing in the VEX Robotics Worl d
compulsory to take DT to be involved in Vex, the skill sets overlap andwdmlly beneficial.
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Drama and Theatre Exam Board Specification Number
Edexcel 9DRO

Overview of the course

Drama and Theatre Studies is a practical, intellectual and artistic subject. Students explore the structural elem
theatre from the page to the stage. In order to be successful and enjoy this subject, students need to have a k
interest in the hstory of Drama and Theatre and study the practitioners, theatrical forms and conventions that
it such a compelling and exciting subject. Students will analyse and critically deconstruct the work that they st
create and witness. Lessons are a healtombination of practical learning supported by the necessary academi
theory needed to understand the work being studied. Learning takes place through the following: practical
workshops; written research (social/cultural/historical); rehearsal; paritiif in improvisation; devised work and
class discussion.

You will need to obtain at least a grade 6 in English Language or Literature GCSE to study this course

Course Content

Year 12

1  During an intense induction period, students learn the basics of Drama and Theatre, developing
performance and design skills; familiarising themselves with theatrical terminology and exploring a ra
practitioners and key moments in the history of thea

1 C3 (Theatre Makers in Practic#jollowing this, students see a professional production early on and
develop their live theatre evaluation skills (Section A).

1  C1 (Devising)They then begin the Devising unit, creating their own piece of theatreaandmpanying
portfolio.

1 C3(Theatre Makers in Practicd:l ongsi de the C1 practical uni t
both practically and theoretically (Section B), developing practical workshops and analysing the play t
detail.

1 Inboth years, students have the chance to demonstrate performance or design skills (combinations o
two are possible).

Year 13

I C2 (Textin Performance): Performance of a published play and monologue/ duoldgtuetents will
develop a group performamcof one key extract from a published text (different each year to suit the
cohort), in addition to choosing a monologue or duologue performance of one key extract from a diffe
performance text. Both the group extract and the monologue/ duologue charieeassessed by a visiting

examiner.

1 C3 (Theatre Makers in Practicdi addition to this, they will study a further set text for Section C of
Component 3 (usually ‘Woyzeck’') and develop a
shoes.

Assessment

Component 1: Devising (NEA |nternally assessed x performance and coursewor(% of A Level)

Component 2: Text in Performance (Externally assessed 2 x performan@ of A Level)

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (2 hour 30 min exam; 40% of A Level

Why Study Drama?
It is academically rigorous and demands a high level of theoretical understanding.
Exploration of plays, practically and theoretically, demands skills of prebtdwng, analysis and creativity|
It is one of the only subjects that requires regular, tieateamwork that supports individual learning.
The development of performance skills nurtures and developsceeifidence and seiésteem.
Drama and Theatre Studies students tend to perform extremely well in any interview situation, consis
excelling at Mock Interview Evening and impressing external interviewers.

1 The theatre deals with redife, human situations, enabling students to develop understanding, empath

and superior communication skills.

It supports independent learnindntough research, analysis and critique.

=A =4 =4 -4 A

Further Opportunities
1 Students have the opportunity to see professional live performances of a high quality. For example, tk
have seen i mmersive pieces swicnhniansg °‘pTrheednlDer toiwn

RSC starring Paapa Essiedu and ‘' War Horse’
1 There are chances to work with industry professionals and academics: past trips have included works
with professional practitioners; theatre tours and workshops at the Shakespeare Birthplaste Tr
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Economics Exam Board Specification Number
AQA 7136

Overview of the course

Economicénvolves an appreciation of the whole economy and the study of key economic agents $iuctsa
government,consumers and workersA student who is fascinated by current affairs may find Economi
particular interest. Recent issues studied have included the controvei$iainBvay at Heathrow, Brexit an
the growth of electric vehicle (EV) ownership.

Grack 6 or higher in Maths and English GCSE are needed to study this course.

Economics GCSE is NOT required in order to study this A Level.

Course Content
Year 12
Operation of markets and market failure
1 Price determination, costs, revenue and competitivarkets
1 Externalities, merit and demerit goods, government intervention and government failure
National economy in a global context
1 Measuring economic performance in terms of inflation, growth, unemployment and trade
1 Macroeconomic intervention includip monetary, fiscal and supply side policies
Year 13
Individuals, firms, markets and market failure
1 Behavioural economics, competitive and imperfectly competitive markets, the labour market,
income inequality, poverty and government intervention
I Thenational and international economy including financial markets, fiscal, monetary and supp
side policies, globalisation, trade and development.

Assessment

Paperl-Mar ket s and mar ket failure

Paper2 Nati onal and international economy
Paper3-Economic principles and issues

Paper 1 and 2 contain a data response question (choice offered) and an essay (choice of three)
Paper 3 contains multiplehoice questions and written case study questions based on a SYNOPTIC toq

Why study Economics?

1 Itisinteresting, relevant and thougiprovoking, requiring a willingness to engage in plenty of
additional background research.
Economics combines waelith a range of other A Levels and shares some cross curricular them
You can easily relate it to many areas of everyday life, and will be expected to share your thol
in class discussions.
1 Many students go on to study Economics and Business relatades at university.

f
f

Further Opportunities

Economics A Level students often get involved in the Young Enterprise programese Y Additionally,
there is a share based competition organised by the IFS, and a¢@mopulsory) annual European trip. In 20
we will visit Munich where we have a link with a local school, and in 2019 we intend to visit Berlin w
History Department.
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EnglishLanguage Exam Board Specification Number
AQA 7702

Overview of the course

What is English Language?

English Language is, at its most basic level, the study of the English language in all itddorensgr, it is
also much more than this. Studying English language incorporates understanding words and how they
function in a variety of contexts: political, social or cultural. In fact, you will become, over the course of
years, experts in the ways ivhich grammatical features are at the heart of how language works. In add
you will study topics such as how we acquire and develop language and how language changes over
You will also be asked to think about the ways in which language isusedi nf |l uence and
thoughts and ideas. Everything we do is affected by Language, and so in studying it you will become r
more aware of the fact that language is power.

Studying English Language can, in effect, be treated as a science.

Course Content
Year 12

You will study a range of texts produced for different purposes, gemredes and audiences. You will alsg
develop your understanding of how language is shaped according to context and this will be done thrg
the study method®f language analysis. You will also explore language variety across the British Isles
consider language within its broader geographical and social contexts.

Year 13

More work will be done on texts produced for different purposes, genres, modesutidreces. You will
also study how children acquire language and explore how children develop their spoken and written g
Added to this will be thetudy of language diversity across tinTdiswill help you to consider the effects of
ethnicity, class, age and gender, to name a few, on language use. There is a coursework unit broken
into an investigation and creative piece which will allow you to pursue individual areas of interest. For
example, the language of the media; the language of communication technologies to name a few.

Assessment

Module 1¢ Language, the Individual and Society (2 hour 30 min exam; 40% of A Levs
Module 2¢ Language Diversjtand Change (2 hour 30 min exam; 40% of A Lev
Module 3¢ Language in Action (Non Exam Assessment; 20% of A Le

Why Study English Language?

It looks at the various hypotheses and methodologies associated with the study of language.
It is considered a rigorous A Level by Universities.

It develops your critical powers of analysis and communication, a skill requisdbjobs.

You will gain a detailed insight into how language works in all its forms.

It is both fascinating and challenging, and hugely enjoyable.

= =4 —a —a A

Further Opportunities
There may be opportunities to attend lectures as well as trips to archives and mgseu
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English Literature Exam Board Specification Number
Edexcel 9ETO

Overview of the course
What is English Literature?

The study of Literature is the study of novels, plays and poetry attressges. But it is, of course, much more
than this. It is the study of society, its values, mores and customs; it is also a study of what it means to be
human and how we as humans respond to the world we find ourselves in. In studying Literature, psiexte
to engage not only with the texts themselves but with the sdditorical context of the time and the ways in
which other writers and critics have responded to the texts in question. The ideas are complex, the emoti
profound but it is, if you ey reading, a hugely rewarding subject.

Course Content
Year 12

In this year you will have the opportunity to study a range of texts and genres. You will study the genre of
tragedy as well as poetry and prose texts. Year 12 Literature will offer yaapihartunity to engage with texts
through their cultural, social and religious contexts and to broaden your understanding of genre.

Year 13

You will add the study of a Shakespeare text to the drama, poetry and prose done in Y¥an Wl also study|
two texts from a free choice of texts for coursework (American Literature, The Gothic, Dystopia, Women i
Literature or The Immigrant Experience to name a few) and you will compare the two texts in light of the {

Assessment

Component 1¢ Drama (2 hour 15 min open book exam; 30% of A Le
One essay from a choice of two on both Shakespeare and other Drama text.

Component 2¢ Prose (1 hour open book exam; 20% of A Lev
One comparative essay question from a choice of two on your studied theme.

Component3 ¢ Poetry (2 hours 15 min open book exa®()% of A Level)

One essay from a choice of two on the studied texts and one comparative essay using an unseen mode
and one named poem from those you have studied

Component4 —Non Exam Assessment (20% of A Level
One extended comparative essay referring to two teite advisory word count is 256800 words

Why Study English Literature?

It is intellectually rigorous and challenging

It opens your mind to other periods, their culture and values

It is hugely enjoyable if you love reading and discussing ideas

It is highly valued as an academic A Level

It develops your critical powers of agals and communication, a skill needed in any job.

= =4 -8 —a -

Further Opportunities

There will be opportunities to attend lectures on your chosen texts as well as theatre trips to supplement
understanding of the subject.
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Extended Project Exam Board Specification Number
Quialification (EPQ) AQA 7993

Overview of the course

This course will be studied by all students in Year 12 who are doing 3 A level subjects. Those doing 4
level subjectswill have the opportunity to complete a project in Year 13.

The student will develop an idea for an A Level standard project that they wish to carry out. The projeq
either take the form of a 5000 word essay or an artefact with accompanying reppbrhoé st ud e n
All students are allotted to a supervisor who oversees the project and helps the student to shape their
and thinking.

Course Content

Year 12The student will:

< Identify, design, plan and complete an individual projegiplying a range of organisational skills and
strategies to meet agreed objectives.

« Ohbtain, critically select and use information from a range of sources; analyse data, apply it relevan
demonstrate understanding of any appropriate linkages, connastand complexities of the topic.

= Select and use a range of skills, solve problems, take decisions critically, creatively and flexibly, tq
achieve planned outcomes.

= Evaluate outcomes both in relation to agreed objectives and own learning and perforngeaieet and
use a range of communication skills and media to present evidenced outcomes and conclusions ir
appropriate format.

Assessment
The Production Log and Assessment Record will document the planning and progress of the project. 4
project productamust include a written report. The exact length of each written report will depend on th
nature of the project, the subject area or topic chosen and the other evidence provided. A project prod
which consists solely of a research based written reploougd be approximately 5000 words, for example
research report of a scientific investigation, exploration of a hypothesis or an extended essay or acadg
report in appropriate form. Where the chosen product is an artefact there must also be a reseath b
written report of approximately 1000 words. In order to appropriately evidence an artefact students ma
include photographs of each stage of development as well as the final product. It is not necessary to in
large artefacts themselves as evidenphotographs or other media will suffice. Students are also requirg
to do a presentation of their project at an evening event, probably in March of Year 12.

Why Study EPQ?
The Extended Project Qualification offers opportunities for students to:

= Makea significant contribution to the choice and design of an extended project and take responsib
either for an individual task.

= Develop and improve their own learning and performance as critical, reflective and independent
students.

= Develop and apply dé&ionmaking and problenrsolving skills.

= Extend their planning, research, critical thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and presentation {

= Develop and apply skills creatively, demonstrating initiative and enterprise.

= Use their learning experiers to support their aspirations for higher education and/or career
development.

= Transfer skills developed as part of their extended project to other areas of study.

Further Opportunities

As part of the course, students maave the opportunity testudyfurther with onlineuniversity. The aim of
the study is to introduce academic, high level research skifisenecing and critical analysis and
independent learning.

20



French Exam Board Specification Numbe
AQA 7652

Overview of the course
A Level French builds on the four skills already acquired at GCSE Level. Students will examine aspeci

Frenchspeaking society, current trends, artistic culture, social issues and political iskegswvill also look
at the works of a French film director and/or a French playwright/author.
In order to be successful on this course you should bpexnting to obtain a 6 or abovat GCSE French.

Course Content

Various themes are studied throughailte two years

Year 12

Soci al i ssues and trends: The changing nature
Artistic culture in the French Speaking world, including heritage, contemporary francophone music anq
Cinema: the 7 art form. Study of one literary text or film.

Students will also develop the sophistication of their spoken and written French through the use of mo
advanced grammatical constructions.

Year 13

In addition to the themes from Year 12 work is done orrentr affairs (including positive features of a
diverse society, life for the marginalised and how criminals are tre®etiical life (teenagersthe right to
vote, demonstrations, immigration). A further literary text is studied and an individuarelsgroject
undertaken for the speaking assessment.

Assessment
Paperl ¢ Listeningand responding to spoken passagesadingand responding to a variety of textsriting
2 translations (into English & French) passages with a minimum of 100 words

(2v2hour exam; 40% of A Leveg
Paper 2 Writingg2 essays in French (approx. 300 words each) on text or film.

(2 hour exam; 30% of A Leve

Paper 3¢ Speaking Testdiscussion of one sub theme based on stimulus cards and presentation/discug
of individual research project. (30 min test, including 5 minutes preparation time; 30% of 4

Why Study French?

The study of any foreign | anguage in today'’ s
nature ofsociety. In Britain today there is an increasing shortage of modern linguists and as such pros
employees who include a modern language in their armoury are very much sought after. Languages c
combined with a multitude of other disciplines arahfjuage students fare extremely well in the job marke
Careers range from international business to the diplomatic corps and it is even possible to sty dfre
Medicine at university!

As Brexit becomes increasingly likely the ability to speak @mndflaropean Language will become an even
more marketable skill sought by future employers.

Further Opportunities
French chéateau trip to Normandyintensive study week during the last week of the Easter Holidaygen
to both Years 12 and 13.
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Geogaphy Exam Board Specification Numt
Cambridge International 9696

Overview of the course
This weHestablished course will help students to develop:
* Anunderstanding of the principal processes operating within phygeagraphy and human geography

e Anunderstanding of the causes and effects of change on natural and human environments

* An awareness of the usefulness of geographical analysis to understand and solve contemporary h
and environmental problems

e The abiliy to handle and evaluate different types and sources of information
e The skills to think logically, and to present an ordered and coherent argument in a variety of ways
e An excellent foundation for studs beyond A Level in Geography.

The department is fadwing the International A LeveThis is similar to International GCSE that several
subjects have done for many years. It is assessed like any other A level subject at the end of the two

Course Content

Year 12

Physical Geography: Hydrolodyyvial geomorphology, coastal environments, rocks and weathering.
Human Geography: Population, migration and settlement dynamics.

Year 13
Advanced Physical Options. Study Atmosphere, Weather and Hazardous environments.
Advanced Human Options. StuBpvironmental management and global interdependence.

Assessment

Paper 1¢ Core Physical (1 hour 30 min exam; 25 of A Level)
Paper 2¢ Core Human (1 hour 30 min exam; 25 of A Level)
Paper 3¢ Advanced Physical Geography Options (1 hour 30 min exam; 25 of ALeve)
Paper 4¢ Advanced Human Geography Options (1 hour 30 min exam; 256 of A Level)

Why Study Geography?
There has never been a better or more important time to study geography. With growing interest in iss|
such as climate change, migration, environmental degradation and social cohesion, geography is one
most relevant courses you could choose todstuGeographers are also highly employable. Whatever you
passion for the world fascination with landscapes or concerns about inequalifgography will provide you
with knowledge and transferable skills that will reward you personally and advancegfasgionally.
Dr Rita Gardner, Director of the RIB&

What will you learn?
Geography occupies a central position in understanding and interpreting issues affecting people, place
environments, and change in space and time. This course will encourages you to understand contemp
issues and the complexity of environmentasgms. You will gain an understanding of the impacts of hun
activity on environments and how these impacts can be managed sustainably.

Further Opportunities
There is a residential field work course to Devon as well as shorter trips to local sites.
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German Exam Board Specification Numbe
AQA 7662

Overview

A Level German builds on the four skills already acquired at GCSE Level. Students will examine aspe
Germanspeaking society, current trends, artistic culture, social issues and political issues. They will al
at the worksof a German film dirdor anda German playwright.

In order to be successful on this course you shohklexpecting to obtain a 6 or abovat GCSE German.

Content of the course

Year 12

Social issues and trend&spects of Germanmpeaking society: The changing state of ttamily, The digital
world and Youth culture.

Artistic CultureArtistic culture in the Germaspeaking world: Festivals and traditions, Art and architectu
Cultural life in Berlin, past and present.

Onefilm by a Germarspeakindilm director.

Studentswill also develop the sophistication of their spoken and written German through the use of mo
advanced grammatical constructions.

Year 13

As Year 12 and in addition:

Social issues and trenddulticulturalism in Germasspeaking society: Immigratiomtegration and Racism
Political and Artistic Culturésspects of political life in the Germapeaking world: Germarand the
European Union, Politics and youth, Germasundfication and its consequencefne play by a German
speaking playwright.

AssessmentExam)

Paperl ¢ Listeningand responding to spoken passagesadingand responding to a variety of textsriting

2 translations (into English & German) passages with a minimum of 100 words. (2 hour exam;40% of
Paper 2 Writingg2 essys in German (approx. 300 words each) on text or film. (2 hour exam; 30% of A
Paper 3¢ Speaking Testdiscussion of one sub theme based on stimulus cards and presentation/discus
of individual research project(30 minutetest, including 5 minutes preparation time; 30% of A Level)

Why Study German?

In today’' s globalised world the ability to sp
on your CV does stand out. It is no secret that the languagdeamallenging and so most often it is only
those who are truly capable linguists who choose to study it. It is therefore a sign of a hardworking ang
committed student if you have an-lbevel in the subject. In terms of career opportunities Germany has th
largest export market in the world and so the ability to trade with them in their own language is hugely
beneficial. The ability to speak German is an especially valuable asset in the engineering world. Jagug
Rover in particular has recently shownrpieular interest in German speakers. There are opportunities ac
various industries in some major international companies which are based in Germany, for example H
Boss, Siemens, Bloomberg, Adidas, just to mention a few. Most universities wilffatsthe opportunity to
combine German with other subjects, either as a major or lesser element.

As Brexit becomes increasingly likely the ability to speak another European Language will become an
more marketable skill sought by future employers.

Further Opportunities
German Cultural Trip to Cologre chance for pupils to visit Cologne and at least one other city to pract
their skills in the language and experience the German Christmas Markets in a real setting. Possible v
Warwick Univesity German Department to experience what life is like learning German at University L¢
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Greek Exam Board Specification Number
OCR H444

Overview of the course

A Level Greek builds on skéllseady acquired in KS4. Greek GCSE is a very demanding course and as
the step up to Year 12 is not as significant as in many subjects. Half of the course focuses on continui
build language skills. The good news is that a lot of the vocabatad grammar is covered at GCSE and y
will have a solid foundation to progress from. In Year 12 you get the opportunity to translate from Engl
into Greek (prose composition), which will deepen your understanding of the language. The second hg
the course is prescribed literature. At A Level you get to experience a broad variety of great Classical
including Sophocles, Euripides, and Xenophon. As in GCSE you will work through a translation of theg
and appreciate the style with whidhey were written. At A Level we take our study a step further and
students are encouraged to engage actively with the literature and consider the social, political and his
context of these great authors in more depth. These works of literaturenargust great examples of
Classical literature but canons of western literature and their influence can be traced throughout our cy
history.

In order to be successful on this course you should have obtained/be expecting at least a grade A or 71
GCSE Greek.

Course Content

Year 12

Greek Language: this module is divided in two sectiamseen translation and prose composition
(translatingenglish into Greek). The exam contains a passage of prose Greek for translation from Greg
English and five sentences to be translated from English into Greek.

Greek Verse and Prose Literature: youOdwsseyYouwilt
also study history by the Greek general and historian Thucydides.

Year 13
Unseen Translation: you prepare to translate a passage of unseen narrative prose into English.
Prose Composition: this module requires you to translate a passdgegbth into Greek.

Prose Literature: you wil!/| study sections of
trial.
Verse Literature: you will study sections of

one of thegreatest Greek tragedies. The title character has to deal with concepts of civil disobedience,
and the importance of family.

Assessment

Module 1¢ Unseen Translation (1 hour 45min exam; 33% of A Leve
Module 2¢ Prose Composition (1 hour 15 min exam; 17% of A Leve
Module 3¢Prose Literature (2 hour exam; 25%f A Levael
Module 4¢ Verse Literature (2 hour exam; 25%f A Levél
Why Study Greek?

1 Iltisintellectually rigorouand challenging

1 It opens your mind to a culture that has shaped and influenced our. own

1 Itis hugely enjoyable if you enjoy the combination of learning a language and studying literatu
9 Itis respected and valued by top universities and singles yofraut other applicants

1 It develops your language and writing skills.

Further Opportunities
1 There are opportunities to attend lectures and Sixth Form days in Birmingham, Warwick Unive
and London
1 Aninternational trip to Greece or Italy runs everydh years and A Level students are given
priority.
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History ig’;\m Board i%ic;fication Number

Overview of the course
I't is true to say that t her e Stage 3lmecam®moredotused at SCSER
the modern world and on particular aspects of British History; this focus is developed further at A Level, g
refreshing variety of timgeriods. Our choice of A Level units covers a range of historical thepuwdtical,
social, economic, ideological, religiouwithin readilyaccessible periods of content. The units embrace
different cultures and vibrant historical debates, with a great variety of evidence on which to base reason
judgements.

You will be expected to obtain at least a 6 or B grade in History GCSE to study this course; although eac
we do get successfutevel students who did not take GCSE History; we consider such requests on an
individual basis.

Course Content
Year 12 & Year 13 (Year 12 studies half the content of each unit)

Unit 1C-Tudor England, 148566 03. Thi s i s the * Study in Breadt
most famous ruling dynasty in English history. It ranges from analyses aflirdimonarchs to the
consideration of longeterm social and economic trends and their impact on the rulers and the ruled.

Unit 2L—Italy and Fascism, 1909 45. Thi s i s the ‘Study in Depth
course, withafascinatig f ocus on I taly’'s fall (?) into Fas
dictator’” (!?),; these are placed in the context
NonExam Assessment (NEAr Personal Study/coursework)

In Year 13 students undertake a Ndexam Unit (a Personal Study), from within the period Germany 1-890
1990.This unit comprises an initial, taught (in Year 12), course of Germany over 100 years, followed by th
selection and completion (in Year 13) dParsonal Study based on a theme or issue from that hundred year
This Unit, of itself, is superb preparation for Universityle study.

Assessment

Breadth StudyTudor England, 1483603 (22 hour exam; 40% of A Lev
Depth Studytaly and Fascism, c1961045 (2% hour exam; 40% of A Lev
Historical InvestigationGermany 1891990 (3000-3500 word coursework; 20% of A Levg

In each exam there is a compulsory soubased question (Unit 1 on historical interpretations, Unit 2 on
primary sources) plus two essays selected from a choice. The doased skills examined in Units 1 & 2
deel op from the GCSE question styles, and refl e
guestions have wordings familiar from GEGSEhow f ar di d ... , ‘assess the
emphasis in A Level responses is on the clanityadth and effectiveness of your judgements.

Why Study History?

Hi story shapes people and the world. The study
people and that world. There is every reason to study History for itssake—as a fascinating and challengin
enquiry into circumstances, actions and reactiond.e&el History, moreover, provides a weljarded base for
key University and career skills, from reading with a purpose and developing effective literary coatioapnic
to the ability to argue a reasoned case and sift evidence quickly and maturely. We would further claim tha
isanALevel that treats its students’ opinions ser
while preparing then for a wide range of potential degree courses.

Further Opportunities
Each year we attend lectures on key ével topics; every two years there is a foreign study trip, in conjuncti
with the Economics Department, often to Berlin, one of the most histoities of the world.
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Latin Exam Board Specification Number
OCR H443

Overview of the course

A Level Latin builds on skills already acquired in Year 11. Latin GCSE is a very demanding course an
result the step up to Year 12 is not as significant as in many subjects. Half of the course focuses on cq
to build language skills. The gondws is that a lot of the vocabulary and grammar is covered at GCSE g
you will have a solid foundation to progress from. In Year 12 you get the opportunity to translate from
English into Latin (prose composition), which will deepen your understanditng ¢dnguage. The second
half of the course is prescribed literature. At A Level you get to experience a broad variety of great Clg
authors, including Virgil, Ovid, Cicero and Tacitus. As in GCSE you will work through a translation of t
texts ard appreciate the style with which they were written. At A Level we take our study a step further
students are encouraged to engage actively with the literature and consider the social, political and his
context of these great authors in more dép These works of literature are not just great examples of
Classical literature but canons of western literature and their influence can be traced throughout our cy
hi story from Shakespe@ladatot hr ough to Ridley Sc

In order to be succesful on this course you should be expecting to obtain a grade A or 7 at GCSE Latin

Course Content

Year 12

Latin Language: this module is divided in two sectiamsseen translation and prose composition
(translating English into Latin). The exaomtains a passage of prose Latin for translation from Latin to
English and five sentences to be translated from English into Latin.

Latin Verse and Prose Literature: you wiAereid¥otu
will also sudy a speech by the great politician and orator Cicero.

Year 13

Unseen Translation: you prepare to translate a passage of unseen narrative prose into English.

Prose Composition: this module requires you to translate a passage of English into Latin.

Prose Literature: you will study sections of a speech by Cicero in which he defends a young man Milo
of murdering his political enemy.

Verse Literature: yoUAenegidalsl wsetluld ya ss eteftidesopraskedtoh Ofv
poems presented as though letters written by angry heroines of Greek and Roman mythology address
their heroic lovers who have in some way mistreated, neglected, or abandoned them.

Assessment

Module 1¢ Unseen Translation (1 hour 45 min exam; 33% of A Leve
Module 2¢ Prose Composition (2 hour 15 min exam; 23 of A Level)
Module 3¢Prose Literature (2 hour exam; 25%f A Level
Module 4¢ Verse Literature (2 hour exam; 25%f A Level

Why Study Latin?

It is intellectually rigorous and challenging

It opens your mind to a culture that has shaped and influenced our. own

It is hugely enjoyable if you enjoy the combination of learnitgnguage and studying literature
It is respected and valued by top universities and sggteu out from other applicants.

It develops your language and writing skills.

=a =4 -8 —a A

Further Opportunities
1 There are opportunities to attend lectures and Sixth Form daygirmingham, Warwick University
and London.
1 Aninternational trip to Greece or Italy runs every three years and A Level students are given
priority.
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Law Exam Board Specification Number
OCR H415

Overview and content of the course

Studying Law at A Level will introduce you to the systems, rules and people that shape the society in
we live. There is no part of your life that law does not toudhis an invisible framework thaixists all
around us. We will look at the court system and how civil and criminal cases are dealt with, evaluatin
effectiveness of juries and magistrates and examining the roles of legal professionals such as barriste
solicitors. We consider vére the law comes from; Parliament (democratically elected), the judges (no ¢
elected them!) and the European Union (though maybe not for much longer!). We will also look at thre
areas of *“substantive’ | aw; Cr eachohtleebe aleas ywou wilCleam
about key rules and examine real cases and statutes that have determined these rules. You will learn
apply the law to fictional problem scenarios and advise on what the legal outcome of a particular situal
might be. These scenarios might include issues as diverse as somebody Killing another person in a fit
anger, a dispute over an agreement to supply materials to a business or a claim for compensation by
trespasser who i s i nj unyeYbuwillaisdesatuatethe law anchthdlegal gyst
itself and consider broader issues such as wh
In order to study this course you must have a 6 or B grade or better in an essay based subject.

Assessment

Paper 1 The legal system and criminal law (2 hour exam; 33
Paper 2 Law making and the law of tort (2 hour exam; 33
Paper 3 Further Law including law of contract. (2 hour exam; 33

Why Study Law?

Law is a fascinating subject to study and can add tremendous value to yeuelAsubject choices in severd
ways, r@ardless of whether you intend to study Law at university. (Currently around 50% of our A Ley
lawyers go on to take a law degree).

Understanding how the world works

You will gain a depth of understanding about the world around you and how the coumittuiglly run.

Who gets to exert power over you, why do they have the right to do so and what are the limits on that
power? This is invaluable for any intelligent young person.

Thinking like a Lawyer

A second great benefit is the skills that you will dogiuTo be a good law student means to have develop
precisionin the way you think, read and express yoursdlh be clearandlogical It also means that you
have developed the ability to thinkriticallyabout things. In other words, not simply accepting what
someone tells you (or even what the law itself says) but to questiensiit fair, is it right, can it be justified
Finally, you developpplicationskills; the ability to apply a set of rulesdagiven situation and come to well
supported conclusions.

I WilradSNR F2NJ G6K2aS O2yaARSNAY3I I RSINBS Ay
Studying Law at-fevel is NOT a barrier to taking the subject at degree level. In fact, many students wh
aiming for a career in the law takke Alevel precisely because they have an interest in the subject.
Studying Aevel Law gives them a taste of some of the key topics they will study as part of their degree
course and, according to former students, it gives them a solid head start arpéwsis in some of their
core subjects!

LGQa AydiSNBadAy3aH

Law is also great fun to study. Many of the cases we study have unusual or shocking facts and this m
students want to delve more deeply into the legal arguments surrounding them. The sulgésti igery

topical—there will always be things in the news that you will see with fiewnd insight and understanding

Further Opportunities

The Law, Politics and Economics Society organises a range of activities to supplement the core currig
includng guest speakers, debates and mock electi¢fse group is currently plannirig plan andrun a
mock trial in which members will act as legal professionals, witnesses, the jury and even the defendar
The group also participates in mock trials andase currently the Independent Schools Mock Trial
ChampionsLaw students are also taken on visits to the Crown Court as part of their study of the Lega
System and Criminal Law.
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Mathematics Exam Board Specification Numbg
OCR H240

Overview of the course

Mathematics is a fareaching subject that is an art in itself and the foundation that many other discipling
are built on. The A Level course covers a large area of Core Mathereatasling what you have learned
at iIGCSE. This involves further study of Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Calculus and introduction t
topics such as logarithms. You will also study two application modules, Statistics and Mechanics. St
movesyou on from GCSE to look at hypothesis testing and an insight into why it is used in many other
subjects. Mechanics involves the study of forces and motion.

To be successful at A Level Mathematics you need to have good Algebra and Trigonometryrskills
GCSE.

Course Content

Year 12

Pure Mathematicsincludingthe study of algebra (polynomials, indices, surds, series) , coordinate geor
(lines, curves, circles), calculus (differentiation and integration with applications to gradients, ratemnge
and areas), proof (by logic or counter example) trigonometry and logarithms

Statistics:including data analysis and presentation, probability theory, correlation, sampling and an
introduction to hypothesis testing using the Binomial Distribution.

Mechanicsi ncl udi ng vector s, ki nematics with const

Year 13

Pure Mathematicsincluding more advanced calculus and trigonometry, vectors, parametric equations,
numerical analysis.

Statistics:conditional probaility, the Normal distribution, and hypothesis testing for the mean of a Norm
distribution.

Mechanicsincluding the coefficient of friction, moments, projectiles and motion in two dimensions.

Assessment:

Paper 1-Pure Mathematics (2 hour exam; 33
Paper 2- Pure Mathematics with Mechanics (2 hour exam; 3
Paper 3- Pure Mathematics with Statistics (2 hour exam; 31

Why Study Mathematics?

We would hope that you would just want to take your own interest in Mathematics further, but realise t
this is not the case for all of you. Mathematics is a@guisite of a large number of university courses,
notably in the sciences and engineeribgt also in areas such as Economics. While not being required, i
recommended for many morea number of social science courses will contain a significant mathematic
and statistical content. In fact the new A level syllabus contains material reglibgtaniversities in
facilitate further study. You will find life at University much less stressful if you already possess the req
mathematical knowledge. The further study of mathematics is a valued qualification by employers. Wh
may ask? It taches problem solving skills at a higher level, the use of logical thought and stretching of
brains ability to think through mukstage questions. All of this helps in any career.

Further Opportunities

Mathematics Inspiration Talks at Birminghamivémsity, the opportunity to listen to practical applications
maths. You will have the opportunity to enter the Senior Maths Challenge, leading on to the Maths Oly
for the best. We also enter a team for the Senior Maths Team Challenge.
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Further Mathematics Exam Board Specification Number
OCR H245

Note:

Further Mathematics counts as a single option in your choices but consists of both the Mathematics af
Further Mathematicgjualifications, so opting for it will mean an increased amount of teaching time. If y(
opt for Mathematic & Further Mathematics, then you must also opt for two other subjects.

In order to study this course you should expect to get a minimum of a goodigréd in Mathematics GCSE

Overview of the course

Studying Mathematics and Further Mathematics gives a much greater depth into the subject, delving i
such areas as imaginary numbers, matrices, hyperbolic functions, trigpnometry and extendatigdéiets
understanding of various topics in Applied Mathematics, such as circular motion and oscillations, hypa
testing and continuous random variables, or critical path analysis and game theory. The syllabus has |
chosen after much discussion Witiniversities, so that the mathematical content has been selected to
reflect the needs of students in higher education, not just those studying Mathematics, but any subject
a mathematical content.

The students will study a compulsory content intyYEaand it is the intention to offer a choice in Year 13 ¢
to which applied options will be studied.

Course Content

Year 12

In Year 12, we will be teaching the same Mathematics contesate page 26-along with:
Further Pure Mathematics: including artroduction to complex numbers, 2x2 matrices, rational functiong
polar coordinates and an introduction to hyperbolic functions.

Applied Mathematics: We will be teaching the Year 13 Mechanics and Statistics content from the
Mathematics course-see prewbus page.

Year 13

Further Pure Mathematics: including extending the work of complex humbers and matrices, Maclaurin
and limits, differential equations and conic sections.

Further Applied Mathematics: we intend to offer a choice of two out of treekjects as follows.
Advanced Statistics: including continuous random variables, the Poisson and exponential distributions|
squared tests and thedistribution

Advanced Mechanics: including collisions, energy, circular motion, elasticity and riigs.bo
Additional Further Pure: including number theory, recurrence relations and surfaces of revolution.

Assessment:

Paper 1-Further Pure Mathematics (2%:hour exam; 25% of A Level)
Paper 2-Further Pure Mathematics (2%:hour exam; 25% of A Level)
Papers 3&4- Further Applied Mathematics (two 1¥2hour exams; each 25% of A Level)

Why Study Further Mathematics?

Apart from providing the ideal start point for a Mathematics degree, many top universities ask for or
recommend Further Mathematics foramy sciencéased courses, in particular Computer Science,
Chemistry, Physics, Engineering and Economics. As Mathematics becomes more and more important
day to day, the Further Mathematics qualification, tailored to your particular interests, becamiteal
qualification for the student who wants to make their mark in Higher Education and beyond.

Further Opportunities
As with mathematics entry, there is opportunity to enter team and individual maths challenges, go to tl
Maths Inspiration lecturesThere is also the availability of STEP lessons, where we will prepare student
the entrance examinations for the very best universities.
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Music Exam Board Specification Numb
AQA 7272

Overview of the course
This specification extends the GCSE skills of Performing, Composing and Appraising in ways which e

their interdependenceThere are no limits on the instruments, voices or types of repertoire which may b
presentedin performance and the study of the widest possible range of music (including folk, popular,
classical traditions of neWestern origin, as well as those of jazz and Western classical music) is encol
In order to be successful at A Level music yuust be proficient at grade 6 or above on your principal
instrument by the start of Year 13.

Course Content
The AQA specification is underpinned by &reas of Studywhich provide a focus for students to

demonstrate indepth knowledge and understantj of musical elements, musical contexts and musical
language. They also provide a rich source of material from which to work when developing performang
composition skills.

Studentsmustlook at Area of Study Western classical tradition 1651 910alongside a choice tfvo
from: Pop Music/Music for Media/Music for Theatre/Jazz/Contemporary Traditional Muesi Art Music
since 1910

Within the course you will learn to listen carefully to unfamiliar music and accurately describe musical
elements. ¥u will critically appraise music considering aspects including effect on the audience, time g
place of composition, and how a composer’s pu
elements. At the highest level you will make sophisgdatonnections between music and its context.

Assessment

Component 1¢ Appraising MusicListening / Analysis / Contextual understanding.
Listening and written questions using excerpts of music.
(2¥2 hour exam; 40% of A Level)
Component 2 Performance Solo and/or Ensemble performance as an instrumentalist, vocalist, or usin
music production. A minimum of 10 minutes of performance, maximum of 12 minutes.
(nonexam assessment; 35% of A Level)
Component 3¢ Composition Two compositions are required, one to a brief and one a free choice.
A minimum of 4% minutes of musikrneeded, maximum of 6 minutes.
(nonexam assessment; 25% of A Level)

Why Study Music?
Music is one of the most atincompassing subjects on the curriculum. As well as thinking about all the g
and their relationship to each other, you will be required to write exceptionally well, look at social, polit
and psychological issues, use lplem-solving skills, understand patterns, and engage with history and
philosophy.

Music remains one of the subjects most admired by universities and colleges precisely because it
demonstrates and exceptional level of-edlund skill, knowledge and sedfvareness.

Many studies show that those who study music perform better across the academic board, raising
performance by as much as a whole grade compared to their peers who do not study music. It is a sul
which will fascinate, engage and challenge gowevery level.

Further Opportunities
Opportunities include several orchestras/choirs/jazz band/composition workshops/string quartets/rock
groups/blues band and several smaller chamber groups feeding into over 30 concerts per year.
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Physical Education Exam Board Specification Number:
OCR H555

Overview of the course

A-Level PE is a very diverse subject encompassing physiological factors affecting performance, psycho
factors affectingperformance and socioultural and contemporary issues. There is also the practical elen
of the course which requires performance or coaching in one sport and an evaluation and analysis of
performance which is an oral presentation.

In order to study PE you should gain a 6 or B grade at least in English, Maths and a science subject.

Course Content

Physiological factors affecting performanc&his group of topics focuses on key systems of the human bo
involved in movement and phigal activity. Candidates will develop their knowledge and understanding o
changes within these body systems prior to exercise, during exercise of differing intensities, and during
recovery. Application of this theoretical knowledge will enable caatgisl to understand how changes in
physiological states can influence performance in physical activities and sport. Candidates will be exped
be able to interpret data and graphs relating to changes in these body systems during exercise of differi
intensities and during recovery.

Psychological factors affecting performane&his component focuses on the psychological factors affectin
physical activities and sports, including: models and theories that affect learning and performance in ph
activities; how different methods of training and feedback work and why their effectiveness differs from
person to person; group dynamics and the effects of leadership and stress on performers. Through the
of this component, candidates will gain a deepaderstanding of the underlying psychological factors that
influence our performance in physical activity and sport. They will learn how to apply the theories to pra
examples, giving guidance and feedback in constructive ways that are suited tothati vi dual ' g
therefore assisting in developing practical performance in physical activities and sports.

Sociecultural and contemporary issuesThis component focuses on the sociological and contemporary
factors that influence and affect phical activity and sport for both the audience and the performer and hg
sport affects society. It includes the emergence and evolution of modern sport and how social and cultu
factors shaped the characteristics of sports and pastimes in preindustdgbastindustrial Britain. The
impact of the modern Olympic Games will be understood as well as the impact on society of hosting glo
sporting events. The evavolving modern technology and its influence on sport performers and spectato
will be undestood and practical examples will be used by candidates to show the effect of modern
technology.

Performance within physical educationLearners will be required to undertake two parts within this
component. Part 1: Performance/coaching of a sport or activity from the approved DfE list. Part 2: The
Evaluation and Analysis of Performance for Improvement (EAPI) of a sport or activithé&ampproved DfE
list. This does not have to be the same sport or activity that was undertaken in part 1, although it can be
Learners will identify and justify the major area of weakness within the performance to prioritise for
improvement and will propse a long term (:3 months) development plan to improve the area of
performance identified. This component is assessed via NEA.

Assessment

Component 01: Physiological factors affecting performance (2 hour exam; 30% of A Level)
Component 02: Psychological factors affecting performance (1 hour exam; 20% of A Level)
Component 03Sociacultural issues in physical activity and sport (1 hour exam; 20% of A Level)
Component 04: Performance iphysical education (Non Exam Assessment; 30% of A Level)

Why Study PE?
A Level PE is a very enjoyable subject if you have a passion for sport and an interest in how we can img

performance. The constant, evolving naturecofnpetitive and professional sport means that the subject is
always adapting and maintaining a contemporary feel. Students who have performed well in Biology,
Chemistry and English at GCSE Level are well suited to the demants\al Ahysical Education

Further Opportunities

There is the opportunity to gain the National Pool Lifeguard Qualification through the RLSS which can tf
used as a practical sport and which students often use to gain weekend/holiday employment. There is
opportunity to develop and put into practice some of the theory acquired in lessons by helping with the §
teams/practices in the acquisition of skills.
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Physics Exam Board Specification Number
AQA 7408

Overview othe course
Physics is the study of the Universe from the largest galaxies down to the smallest fundamental partic

The ALevel course develops the work you started at GCSE and takes you to deeper levels of understg
all the key areas: Forces &adtibn, Waves, Electricity & Magnetism, Energy, Nuclear Physics & Radioact
and Materials. New topics in Elementary Particles and Quantum Phenomena are introduced alongsid
more familiar concepts to give you exciting look at areas of Physics gginave read about outside schoo

Course Content

Year 12

You will study a range of topics, some new and others more familiar. However, you will be probing to
deeper level than you were familiar with at GCSE. You will also apply a greater variety of mathematic
methods: algebra, geometry and trigonometrydrder to produce more developed solutions. The key toy
areas are Mechanics & Materials, Electricity, Waves, and Particasgafitum Phenomena

Year 13

In the second year, the course concentrates on four key areas of Physics: Fields, ThermalNRitysars,
Physics & Radioactivity, and one further Optional Topic selected from Astrophysics, Medical Physics,
Engineering Physics, Modern Physics and Electronics. Students will study these topics in greater dep
allowing them to formulate their own soligns and develop them to a conclusion.

Practical work and measurement skills are key part of physics in the Sixth Form, and these skills are &
within all the written papers particularly paper 3. Experiments are conducted throughout the course to
develop and apply theory, and deepen understanding of the concepts. Twelve specific experiments w|
enable an assessment to be made of practical skills that will be reported separately to the main grade

Assessment
Paper 1- Measurement Skills, Mechani&Materials, Electricity, Waves, and Particles & Radiation

(2 hour exam; 34% of the totatlleve)
Paper 2-Fields,Thermal Physics, and Nuclear Physics & Radioactivity

(2 hour exam; 34% of the totatlevel)
Paper 3-Practical Skills & Data Analysis, Optional Topic (2 hour exam; 32% of the totatllevel)

Practcal endorsement in Physics (nonexam assessment, reported separately
Students have to complete a minimum of 12 practical activities over the course to demonstrate practic
competence. These need to learefully documented.

Why Study Physics?

A Level Physics is exciting and rewarding. It can lead directly to higher education courses in Science,
and Engineering. It is also readily accepted, and indeed valuable, for entry into a wide vamigty of
scientific courses. Examples include Economics, Management, Geography, Law, Sports Studies and
Studies.

Further Opportunities
1 Annual trip to Geneva to visit CERN
1 Engineering Education Scheme
1 Physics AS Challenge and British Physics Oly@piabetitions
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Psychology Exam Board Specification
WJEC (EDUQAS) A Level in Psychology

Overview of the course

If you have ever wondered why people do the things they do then Psychology is the subject fblig/the
study of human and animal behaviour in a scientific and rigorous way. During the course you will study
which illustrate the scientific and wide ranging nature of the subject. Why do people obey evil orders? H
much does our early life sha our personality? Does our Biology influence our mind and behaviour? Wh
does Psychology say about living positive lives and making the most of ourselves? How do we underst
mental illness and treat it? Why do we make the relationship choices w&\ha has evolution to do with
any and all these questions? These are some of the many issues considered during a challenging and
rewarding course.

In order to study Psychology you should gain a 6 or B grade at least in English, Maths and Biology (or ¢
Science)

Course Content
Year 12 and 13
Unit 1: Psychology: Past and Present.
Approaches in Psychology (Biological, Psychodynamic, Behaviourist, Cognitive, Positive);
Approaches in relation to therapies, classic research and theory development;
Approaches and Contemporary debates: the ethics of neuroscience; the mother as primary care
of an infant; using conditioning éaniques to control the behaviour of children; reliability of eye
witness testimony; relevance of Positive Ps
Unit 2: Investigating Behaviour
Research Methods in Psychology (and the completion ofsetonvestigations)

Year 13 Only

Unit 3: Implications in the Real World.
The course will study 3 from: Addictive Behaviours, Autistic Spectrum Disorders, Bullying Behay
Criminal Behaviours, Schizophrenia, StreashErea studied will cover biological explanations,
personality differences, social explanations and methods of treatment.

Assessment

Unit 1: Psychology: Past and Present 2hour 15 min exam
Unit 2: Investigating Behaviour (2 hour 15 min ex
Unit3: Implications in the Real World (2 hour 15 min ex

Why Study Psychology?

Psychology is involved in every aspect of our lives. Whatever career choices you are considering Psyc
will have relevance to it. It is a valuable and respected qualification in its own right with high academic
standards. Psychology is fundamentalbpat the scientific study of what it means to be a human being.
Whether you study the subject for its academic or personal value it will transform the way you think abg
the way people behave. You will also have the tools to know yourself better. AsoRgycis not studied at
GCSE students are wusually required to gain ‘B’
subject to be accepted on the course.

Further Opportunities

During year 12 students attend a conference consideringntitare of science and belief. In year 13 studen
visit Twycross Zoo for lectures on Evolutionary Psychology and Animal Behaviour and complete an
observational task applying research methods.
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Religious Studies Exam Board Specification
OCR Religious Studies H573

Overview of the course

Religious Studies-Bevel will encourage students to think critically, and question the world around them. It
enablesstudents to evaluate philosophical issues, such as the influence of Ancient Greek thought on wes
philosophy, as well as issue such as the problem of suffering, a priori and a posteriori arguments and the
or otherwise of experience and empirleavidence, applying this to language. The Ethics component of the
course has students engage with a variety of religious andraligious ethical theories, and apply these to
contemporary issues such as business ethics and the ethical responsibilt@spanies as well as euthanasi
and sexuality. The Theology component, focusing on Christianity, encourages students to question a wiqg
of issues such as human nature, interpretations of Christ, resistance to the Holocaust ahdlteeges of the
modern world.

Course content
The course is divided into three equal components:
1 Philosophy— Greek philosophical influences, causation, dualism and materialism, Inductive argun
for the existence of God (including the Cosmological and Teleolodealjictive arguments for the
existence of God (including Ontological), The Problem of Evil and Suffering, Religious Experieng
philosophical issues of language.
1 Ethicsc Religious and noreligious ethical theories, ethical language and thought, teaésf the
conscience, application of ethical theory to the issues of euthanasia, business and sexuality.
1 Developments in Christian Thought (TheologyAugustine and human nature, interpretations and
understandings of the afterlife, interpretations ofémature of Christ, moral principles and moral
actions, pluralism and theology, feminism, secularism, liberation theology and the ideas of Karl N

Assessment

Component 1Philosophy (2 hour exam;
Component 2Ethics haur exam; 33
Component 3Developments in Christian Thought (Theology) (2 hour exam;

Why Study R.S?

The major requirement is that you come ready to think, discuss, challenge and be challengeu!st tne
willing to read around the topics, and display a genuine interest in the issues presented.

The unique nature of this Religious Studies course focussing on Religion, Ethics and Philosophy, allows
complement Arts subjects as well as the Soésnd hose considering a career in medicine may find it invalug
as admission tutors increasingly ask for an Ethics component at A level. Many Universities demonstrate
increasing value in the clarity of thinking developed by students who undertakesEthd Philosophy at A
Level, and the ability to analyse and critique sacred texts is one valued by courses such as Law and Poli
This course is particularly suitable for students who have studied Religious Studies at GCSE but no priof
knowledge of Rligious Studies is required. The specification encourages students to develop critical and
evaluative skills which will enable them to go on to higher education to study a wide range of courses inc
Theology, Philosophy, Medicine, Psychology, LawoBgy and many more.

Further Opportunities
Every year there are opportunities to attend lectures/ conferences on key areas of the A level as well as
that develop students’ thinking beyond the syl
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Spanish Exam Board Specification Number
AQA 7692

Overview of the course

A Level Spanish builds on the four skills already acquired at GCSE Level. Students will examine aspe
Spaniskspeaking society, current trends, artistiglture, social issues and political issues. They will also |
at the works of a Spanish film director and/or a Spanish playwright/author.

In order to be successful on this course you should be expecting to obtain a gdaateaboveat GCSE
Spanish

Course Content

Various themes are studied throughout the two years

Year 12

Social issues and trends: Modern and traditional values, Cyberspace, Equal Rights

Artistic culture in the Hispanic world, including cultural heritage or landscape, moderdalay$panish
regional identity

Students will also develop the sophistication of their spoken and written Spanish through the use of m
advanced grammatical constructions.

Year 13
In addition to the themes from Year 12 work is done multiculturalismigting immigration, racism, and
integration)Po | i t i cal life (Today’ s youth, tomorrow’

popular movements). A further literary text is studied and an individual research project undertaken fol
speakirg assessment.

Assessment
Paperl ¢ Listeningand responding to spoken passagesadingand responding to a variety of textsriting
2 translations (into English & Spanish) passages with a minimum of 100 words.
(2%2 hour exam; 40% of A Leve
Paper 2¢ Writing 2 essays in Spanish (approx. 300 words each) on text or film.
(2 hour exam; 30% of A Leve
Paper 3¢ Speaking Testiscussion of one sub theme based on stimulus cards and pgardiscussion
of individual research project.
(30 min test, including 5 minutes preparation time; 30% of A Ley

Why Study Spanish?

The study of any foreign | anguage in today's
nature of society. In Britain today there is an increasing shortage of modern linguists and as such prog
employees who include a moderariguage in their armoury are very much sought after. Languages can
combined with a multitude of other disciplines and language students fare extremely well in the job m3
Careers range from international business to the diplomatic corps and iersassible to study Spanish
and Medicine at university!

As Brexit becomes increasingly likely the ability to speak another European Language will become an
more marketable skill sought by future employers.

Further Opportunities
Students will havéhe opportunity to study with our Spanish assistant in order to improve their
pronunciation and their understanding of the Spanish culture.
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CAREERS INFORMATION

A Level Links to University Degrees

This section is intended to help you understand the links between the university degree you might
study and the A Level subjects you will need to get onto that degree. Universities usually give offers
based on three A level subjects.
Subjects are listedsa
ESSENTIALyou must have studied and passed this subject to be accepted onto that degree

course

USEFUL / PREFERRH2Sse are subjects that most universities would like to see and will
help you when applying for that degree course
OTHER COMMENZ$overing other important issues you may need to consider

Notes: Most universities will consider favouraldiudents doing the Extended Project Qualification.
Some degree Admissions Tutors do not consider Maths and Further Maths as separate subjects
(Medicine is one of these).
YOU SHOULD ALWAYS CHECK INDIVIDUAL UNIVERSITIES FOR THEIR ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Degree Subject

Essential A Levels

Useful /preferred A Levels

Other Comments

Accountancy None None A Level Maths is required for some
joint AccountancyFinance/Economics
courses

Actuarial Maths Further Maths

Science

Advertising None Art, Business Often offered in combination with
Business or Marketing

Aero Maths and Physics Further Maths, DT Check courses for details of recogniti

Engineering for* Charter.ed” st at

American English or History Politics, MFL

Studies

Anthropology None Biology

Archaeology None Science, History There is a trend for Archaeology to

become more scientific

Architecture

Check-some require
Maths and Physics, d@rt

Maths, Physics, Art, DT

Work experience is useful

Art and Design

Art

DT

Be prepared to take an Art Foundatio
course after A Levels. A portfolio is
essential

Banking

Maths for most courses

Maths, Business, Economics
Further Maths

Biochemistry

Chemistry and another
Science-Biology, Physics,
Maths

Another Science or Maths

Biology Biology and very often Another Science or Maths

Chemistry
Building / Maths and/or Physics Check disciplinessome degrees are
Construction technical, others arenanagement

Business Studieg

None

Maths, Business Studies

Courses vary hugelythose with a
strong focus on Finance may need
Maths.

Chemical Chemistry, Maths and
Engineering sometimes Physics
Chemistry Chemistry and another PhysicsBiology and Maths

Science or Maths

Civil Engineering

Maths and Physics

Further Maths, DT

Check for det ai |l.s




Degree Subject

Essential A Levels

Useful /preferred A Levels

Other Comments

Classics Latin, Greek or Classics | Classics, MFL, History, RS,
English
Computing Maths for some Maths, Physics, ICT Variety of courses ithis field
Dentistry Chemistry and Biology A grades required, lots of work
experience is essential
Dietetics Chemistry and Biology Food Tech Work experience useful
Drama A few require English English Language, Music, Auditions required, lots of stage

Literature or Theatre St

Dance, Drama

experience is useful

Early Years /
Childhood Studies

For Teaching GCSE Math
and English needed

Psychology, for Teaching
National Curriculum subjects

Work experience for Teaching is

preferable

Economics Maths Further Maths, Economics

Electrical / Maths and Physics Further Maths, ICT,

Electronic Electronics, DT

Engineering

Engineering Maths and Physics Further Maths Check “Chartered”
degree

English English Literature History, RS, MFL

Environmental
Health

Any 2 from Biology,
Chemistry, Maths, Physic;

Some courses prefer Biology
and Chemistry

Environmental

Most require 2 from

Science Biology, Chemistry, Maths
Geography, Physics
European MFL History, English Literature
Studies
Fashion Art, Design DT Be prepared to take an Art Foundatio
course after A Levels
French French Another MFL A year abroad will be part of the
degree
Geography Geography Some prefer a Science
Geology / Earth | Usually 2 from Maths,
Science PhysicsChemistry,
Biology, Geography
German German Another MFL A year abroad will be part of the
degree
History History Economics, English Literaturg
RS, MFL
History of Art None Art, History, English
Literature, RS, MFL
Hotel & Catering| None Food TechBusiness Studies

Italian

Italian or another MFL

Another MFL

Knowledge of Italian history and

culture.
Journalism None, but at least one English Language, History Need to prove an interest in and an
essay based subject aptitude for writing
Law None,but at least one Prefer academic subjects, Some universities require the LNAT
essay based subject History, English Literature
Management None Maths, Economics, Business| Useful to show prove leadership
qualities
Marketing None Economics, Business,
Psyclology
Materials Usually 2 from Maths,
Science Physics, Chemistry,
Biology
Maths Maths, Further Maths Physics




Degree Subject

Essential A Levels

Useful /preferred A Levels

Other Comments

Mechanical Maths, Physics Further Maths, DT Checked “Chartere
Engineering degree
Media Studies | Some ask for English English, Psychology Some are very practical, others are
Language more theoretical
Medicine Chemistry, Biology Physics, Maths however 3¢ | Work experience and voluntary work
academic subject is essential. Most Med Schools require
acceptable UKCATsome BMAT
Music For traditional courses Performance courses will want
Music, and Grade 7/8 Associated Board Grade 8 in principa,
Associated Board instrument
Music Some require Maths or Music, Electronics
Technology Physics
Nursing / Somecourses require Psychology, another Science| Work experience is required
Midwifery Biology or a Science
Occupational Some courses ask for Psychology, PE, another Work experience is useful
Therapy Biology Science
Pharmacy Chemistry and Biology Maths, Physics Work experience is useful
Pharmacology | Chemistry and Biology Maths, Physics
Photography Art Photography Portfolio.
Physics Physics and Maths Further Maths, Electronics,
Chemistry
Physiotherapy | Biology Chemistry, Physics, PE, Work experience isequired
Psychology
Politics None History, Law, English,
Economics, MFL
Psychology Many ask for one from Biology, Maths, Psychology | Check professional status through

Biology, Chemistry or
Maths

www.bps.com

Public Relations

None

English, History, Psychology,
Business

Radiography

One from Physics,
Chemistry, Maths, Biology

Work experience is helpful

Religious Studie

None

RS, English Literature History

/Ethics/Theology|
Retail None Economics, Business Studieg
Management Psychology
Social Work None Psychology, Law, English Work experience essential
Sociology and | None Psychology, English, Law
Criminology
Spanish Spanish French, German, Latin Course will include a year abraad
Speech and A science Biology, MFL, English Work experience is required
Language Language, Psychology
Therapy
Sports Science | One or more from Biology| Maths, Physics, PE
Chemistry
Sports Studies | None
Surveying None Maths, Physics, Geography
Travel & None Geography, Economics,
Tourism Business Studies
Vet Medicine Chemistry and Biology Maths, Physics Lots of varied work experience

essential
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Destinations of Year 13 leavers, 2018

Student Subject Institution

Adams Harry Medicine University of Bristol

Ahmad Shirie Higory King's College London,
Bains Priya Physics Loughborough University
Bal Sandice | Gap Year applying for Psychology degree

Banks Jemima | Applying for Finance Apprenticeship

Banga Simran Accounting andrinance BirminghamCity University
Begum Aaisha Pharmacy with Foundation Year ReadindJniversity

Bolland Alex Electrical and Electronic Engineering University of Warwick
Bratton Katy Health Studies (Puic Health) Birmingham CityJniversity
Budwal Karam Accountingand Business Management De Montfort University
Chahal Sawan Medical Biochemistry Swansea University
Chattha Sher Actuarial Science City, University of London
Chau Alice Media and Communications Goldsmiths, University of London
Chhokar Sanjeet Physics Imperial College London
Cockerill Tom Economics Sheffield Hallam University
Cope Leanne InternationalDevelopmentand Economics University of Bath

Cope Tilly English and Linguistics Nottingham Trent University
Dahil Arun Medical Biochemistry University of Manchester
Davenport Josh Business and Applied Mathematics Hillsdale College, USA
Dedman Louis Arabic and Islamic Studies University of Exeter
Dhaliwal Harkirat | Gap Yeaf applying for Medicine degree

Dhugga Simran Medicine University of Nottingham
Doran Luke Mathematics University ofNottingham
Dosanj Anais Gap Year applying for Veterinary Medicine degree

Dublin Esme Gap Year deferred entryGeography University of Liverpool
Duffy Eleanor Biochemistry AstonUniversity Birmingham
Durrant Callum Gap Year deferred entryReal Estate University of Reading

Er Fema Mathematics University ofleicester
Gardiner Beth Geography University of Birmingham
Gardner Sam Law University ofl_eicester

Golby Miles Gap Year applying for Music and Performance Art degree

Goodwin James Engineering University of Birmingham
Gumbura Jordan Finance Accounting and Management University ofNottingham
Harding Nathanael| Gap Year applying for Law degree

Hasnat Noshin Neuroscience Aston University, Birmingham
Hayre Aaron Mathematics University of Leicester

Heer Emriece | Lawwith Business University ofLiverpool
Herian Jaya International BusinesManagement CoventryUniversity

Jutti Karan Law Nottingham Trent University
Kainth Aruna Degree Apprenticeship with Deloitte

Keen Conor Gap Year applying for Engineering Degree Apprenticeship

Kelly Ellie Classics/English Literature University of Glasgow

Latty Ethan Ancient History University of Birmingham
Lea Beth Fashion Communication and Promotion Nottingham Trent University
Lees Tom Spanish an&Economics University ofReading

List Lizzie Nursing (Adult) University of Nottingham
Low Lewis Geography Durham University

Lu Fairy Busines®lanagement University ofEssex

Lyttle Tom Applying forBusiness / Estate AgeApprenticeship

Marufu Felix Businest.aw Nottingham TrentUniversity
McCabe Emma Medical Biochemistry University ofLeicester




McTernan Laura Sport and Exercise Sciences University of Birmingham
Mehgra Kiran Economics Coventry University

Miles Sam SportScience an#/lanagement Nottingham TrentUniversity
Mohindra Lewis Sport & Exercise Science Birmingham Cityniversity
Moore Amelia Architecture University of Reading
Moorthy Visva Molecular Bioengineering Imperial College London
Muhammad Hamza Biochemistry AstonUniversity Birmingham
Mushtaq Zahra Dentistry ValenciaJniversity Spain
Nicolson Jamie Geography University of Liverpool

Nisar Sunbol Law Nottingham Trent University
O Leary James Philosophy KeeleUniversity

O" Sul | i v al Eve Food Development and Innovation University College Birmingham
Oliver Sophie Veterinary Medicine University ofNottingham
Parekh Darshan | Gap Year applying for Dentistry degree

Parmar Raj Biomedical Materials Science | University of Birmingham
Payne Gabby Gap Year

Pearman Callum Earth Sciences Durham University

Phillips Will Biology University of Bath

Poptani Asim Computer Science University of York

Porter Jo Geology Imperial College London
Rai Brandon | Finance City, University of London
Rashid Haroon Gap Year applying for Performing Arts degree

RattiganMessous | Iman Gap Year applying for VatrinaryMedicinedegree

Richards Zak Gap Year applying for History degree

Roper Caitlin Law | Nottingham Trent University
Sanghera Ria Gap Year applying for Dentistry degree

Saranna Daveena | Theatre and Performancgtudies and Global University of Warwick

Sustainable Development

Shayler Len Politics University ofLiverpool

Small Matthew | Physics University of Sheffield
Smith Oliver History University of Nottingham
Sood Matthew | Chemical Engineering Imperial College London
SteptoeWarren Sam Biology University of Portsmouth
Stickley Joe Physiotherapy KeeleUniversity

Stocks Tom International Businesand Finance University of Leeds

Suprai Pav Law University of Birmingham
Takhar Sahib Biochemistry and Biological Chemistry University ofNottingham
Thomas Lottie Business Analytics Sheffield Hallam University
Turner Robyn Veterinary Medicine University of Nottingham
Winser Barnaby | Gap Year applying for Economics degree

Winton Sam Economics | University of St Andrews

Gap Year students

Adams Charlie Finance, Accounting and Management University of Nottingham
Cheema Gurjeevan | Fashion Communication Conde Nast College of Fashion & Design
Haider Hassan Accounting& Financial Management Loughborough University
Sharma Keshav Law City, University of London
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